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Fully ripe Marula fruits 
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Tobacco of the Year 


An African Dream: Bright yellow Virginias ripened im the 
African sun blended with brown Burley and deep Black 
Cavendish produce harmonic appearance and exquisite 

taste. Flavours of ripe fruits of the Marula tree determine 
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smoking pleasure. Fruity/Medium. 
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We're from the global political/pharmaceutical/ 
medical conglomerate and we're here to help 


There was 





ange in the preliminary questions asked by a young murse at cay Lest medi- 





dal checkup. “Have you ever envoked?" she asked. 

That made me pause. ve made no secret of my smoking and thats reflected in my 
medical records “Yess [ said 

WW hen did yoru quit?” 
atcher. | always reek of smoke 





Amother head-sc 





rid was aurpeised that this medl- 
cal professional couldn't detect it Pishmongers have sniffed the air.on my approach and 


atkedd if someone is ameking. 






“About 15 minutes ago, when I got out of my car 

Now it was her (uit to pause. “So you're having trouble stopping smoking?” she asked. 
No zo out all the time. It's why I carry a lighter” 

She was fhiomenceeed. | had the impression | was the first sroker shed met who wasnt 


onitribe alscnut snbok ines amd MMOS bo he deliv ered fro tobacen. 


“Til ket the doctor knw he needs to prescribe something= 

“Pharmaceutical companies have enough money already. Reep vour prescription. 

ht reminded me of a similar episode following surgery last year [ had an unusual 
coughing fit as | was coming out of anesthetic. The hospital staff was helpful: They said [ 
Wid raking my stitches and told me to stop coughing, which | eventually dic. Mot being 
4 medical professional, [d never have found that sohwtion myself 





Five minutes after | was wheeled owt of recovery and into my hospital room, a happy 
upbeat FOUAS Mar euintered in and inwoduced himself as a fespirabory therapist. “| 
giless you're tot a amoker anyrmiewe, he said. “] brought snme quit-amoking flyers" 

“Tin a pipe stookery 

“Bul you want to quit after that coughing episode” 

“You think pipe smoking caused that?” 

OE course? 

“Tre smoked nearly every day for 4) years and mever lad a coughing fit. Then today 
[ did—right after you guys stuck tubes deve my throat and forced gas tote ey lungs for 


two bours. And you think the cost probable cause is ...7" 











“smoking, naturally: 
You poor deluded drone. fs that the calilver of critical thinking they encourage in 
respiratory therapist school? 
fe blinke e seemed ta expect gratitude rather than ridicule. “Tl vou're not worried 
He blinked. H 1 ter expect wratitudh tk | [Fs 
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for yourself, you shod knew that passive smoking causes mere than 5 





“Tve researched the subject for pears. PD be polite and wait until pou're gone before 


destroying that rubbish—if you go away new 





He left. ve been noticing this attitude lately—tive assumption that all amokers want to 





quit, that they recognize absolutely ne value in smoking. And [ see that attitude mainly 








from younger medical people. | think ifs what they're taught in school now. it bothers 
fe. It presupposes that Dim incapable of steering my own life and that [ require interven 
Hon to appropriately alter my ignorant behavior. | especially resent the imbecilic earnest- 


ness of those employing this tired propaganda technique. They dont know thev're being 
PY LE Pas 4 " i, B 





used to disseminate misinformation and oppress others. They dont seem to recognize 
that they're tools. 


But Tr willing to tell ther. 
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MEET ERIC 

Eric ig our very own Shakespeare, a master of words, a poet, an accomplished 

writer. Okay, you get the point. Ac Smokingpipes.com we take our work very 
seriously! Every pipe that we sell is individually described, and Eric is responsible 
tor the bulk of those descriptions. It is a huge responsibility because his descriptions 
give you the details you need in making the purchase that is perfect for you, But Erie 
doesn't mind. He loves his job at Smokingpipes.com. Why? 


“Because | don't just write about pipes, | smoke them.” 








ma creature of habit. [ get up at a specific 

‘Time each moming, make coffee, cook 

two epps over easy, make some toast and 

enjoy my breakfast After cleaning op the 

dishes, 1 go te my home office. fill a pipe 

with Dunhill Loidon Mixture and sit in 
my chair to read the paper. Typically, its a 
felaxing routine that prepares me for the 
day, but a story appearing in my local pa- 
per last week caused me to just about bite 
through the stem of my BBB Christmas 
Pipe—an anti-smoking do-gooder has 
published an eclition of Clement Clarke 
Moores classic Christmas poem, “A Visit 
from $4. Nicholas” and removed any ref- 
erences to Santa smoking a pipe. 
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RESPOND 


According to the publisher, Panvela Wvic— 
Coll, a childrens advocate and amoking- 
cesation coach, Santa Claus smoking a 
pipe could influence children to take up 
smoking, 2%, acting in the childrens best 
interests, she removed the lines: 


The stump of a pipe he held tight in his 
teeth, 

Aund the amoke it encircled his head like 
a wreath. 


Apparently, this & not the frst tite 
Metall has intruded on intellectual prop- 
erty to impose her smoke-iree vision ob 
the public. She is also invetved in efforts 
to convince Hollywend directors to avoid 


Created by father aed son in Rome, Haly, each Mastre Beraldi pipe is a unique, brand 
thade creation. Even the adoenments and extensions are Glbricated in their workshap, 
allowing them to produce singular compositions that are also modestly preced. 
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filming smoking scenes in thelr movies. 
Are children so vulnerable to outside 
influences that they must be protected 
from any and all behaviors that someone 
might find te be offensive of harmful? if 
a0, how will they even be able to go out in 


public? Should we just close our children 
up inte isolation booths woatil they reach: 


adulthood? Better yet—let's just remove 
all the potential dangers from society alto- 
gether. Ban Thomas Nast's classic artwork 
depicting Santa smeking his pipe. Lets be 
gure to parse all books and remove any 
language that might be offensive. 


Nick Spencer 
Denhant Springs, Lotisiena 
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(@)R.D. Field 


Imposter of Tine Bates “Pipes 
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Nording Pipes 


(These preat Danish briars are comlortable and smoke beautifully! Many different 
thnishes highlight this well made line of pipes. Ek Nording was born in Gopenhagen, © 
‘Detimarke@taginally educated in engineering, he began carving pipes as a hobby, but 
as Lime Wenmubeyie became more interested 1f pipe making as a profession. During 
the last Sdpvear: Erik Nording has built his own business, which today produces 
approximate od (00 pipes a year, 90% of which are for the export market, 
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Cobs are king 


Missouri Meerschaum is iconically all-American 


Those stark wire service photos af 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur trudg- 
ing ashore ln the Philippines dur- 
ing World War I, aviator sunglasses 
perched above an enormous coroceb 
pipe, were am essential spark in ig- 
hiting a rise in pipe smoking and the 
continued success of the Missouri 
Meerschaum Co. in the years that fol- 
lowed. But the carefully staged mo- 
ment almost did't happen, and whe 
knows how American pipemaking 
might have been different as a result? 

As Philip Morgan, the general 
manager of Missouri Meerschaum, 





recounts it, the publicity-comscious 
MacArthur was hoping sometime in 
the 1930s to find a distinctive look 
that would make him recognizable to 
millions of Americans on the pages of 
magazines like Life and Look. A ciga- 
rette smoker, he chose an extra-long 
holder that people would always re- 
member. Then the country elected a 
president, Pranklin Roosevelt, who 
beat MacArthur to the punch with a 
jauntily perched long cigarette holder 
of his own, 

MacArthur had an aide whe hap- 
pened to have grown up in Union, 


Pat and Phil Morgan and office manager Marilyn Lanning (right) stand in front 
of a digplay from the 1904 World's Fair held in St. Louis. Some of the pipes in the 
dizplay are much older than 1904 and feature reed stems and bone mouthpieces. 
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BY H, LEE MURPHY 


Wlo., just a few miles south of the 
countrys corncob pipe capital of 
Washington, Sto. The aide put the 
general in touch with Missouri Meer- 
schaum, the largest of a dozen or so 
pipemakers in the area, which agreed 
to fashion a customized creation. 
MacArthur drew the outline of a su- 
persized pipe—a cornceb on steroids, 
with an enormous 5-inch-deep bowl 
and long reed stem—that forever be- 
came his trademark. For Missouri 
Weerichaum today, nearly 50 pears 
after the general's death, the design 
continues to be popular. 

The MacArthue-style pipes, im fact, 
are made on some of the same lathes 
and drill presses, dating from the 
L92ts, that shaped the general's arigi- 
nals, And they're made in the same 
dusty old red-brick factory along 
the banks of the Missouri River that 
has housed the company since Mark 
Twain {another Missouri Meerschaum 
customer when he wasnt smoking Pe- 
tersons} was penning The Adventures 
of Tom Sawer in the 1870s. Even the 
corn shelling is done on an antique 
John Deere machine dating ta the 
Dust Bowl era of the Great Depres- 
SLoi. 

Much has changed, however, in the 
world of ameking around Misseurt 
Meerschaum, which struggled a cou- 
ple of years age in the middle of the 
recession as sales volumes dropped. 
At its peak sometime in the 194s, 
Missouri Meerschaum produced 
25 million pipes a year, and its three- 


story factory employed a workforce of 
125. This year the company will pro- 
duce about 700,00) pipes, retailing 
between 35 and S10 in most places, 
with a workforce of 35, a reduction 
partly due to decreased availability of 
large cobs. 

The company faces plenty of chal- 
lenges. Anti-amoking campaigns have 
helped persuade some big retailers, 
auch as Wal-Mart, to drop the line, 
while other accounts, like Walgreens, 
continue to carry them. A modern 
era of urban and suburban smokers is 
far more likely to light up briar pipes 
these days. Meanwhile, corn harvests, 
plagued by hot weather and poor 
yields, have been so bad that Missouri 
Meerschaum's inventory of blank cobs 
fell to near-historic lows. However, 
mete recent harvests have been better. 

“When I started here in 2009, our 
sales hit a low point of 600,00) pipes 
for the year,” Morgan, an accountant 


| 
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from outside the pipe induatry re- 
croited to run daily operations, says. 
“Much lower than that, and we would 
not still be here today” 

And yet Morgan, who is 41), is 
working to reverse the long decline. 
For the first time in years, the compa- 
ny is displaying its products at all the 
tobacco industry's top trade shows. 
It's also hired a marketing firm from 
nearby St. Lowis and started advertis- 
ing tor the first time in two decades, 
with regular promotions appearing in 
trade journals such as Tobaceo Outlet 
Business and Tobacco Retailer. 

What helps keep the company go- 
ing is a rising consumer adiniration for 
all things made in the United States. 
“This ia a genuine American product. 
Both corn and tobacco are native to the 
Americas, points out Morgan. “You 
cant get more authentic than a corm- 
cob pipe. That image is resonating with 
consumers right naw. 





Nlissourl Meerschauim was found- 
ed in Washington, located about an 
hour's drive west of St Louis, in 1B69 
by a Dutch immigrant, Henry Tibbe, 
who was a master wood turner. Parm- 
era and trappers of the era asked hits 
to begin fashioning the plentiful corn- 
cobs in the region inte pipes. They 
were also amoking pipes made from 
the weod of cherry trees and rivet 
birch, but it was corncobs that proved 
to be the most resilient. The cormcabs 
were ao neutral and cool-smoking, in 
fact, that they reminded Tibbe of the 
meerschaum clay that pipemakers 
in Turkey were using. His company, 
originally called H. Tibbe & Son, of- 
ficially became the Missouri Meer- 
echaurmn Co. in 1OD?. 

Ownership changed hands in 1912 
when Edmund Henry Otte took over; 
his family ran the company for mare 
than 50 years. The business was sold 
in the late 1970s, and then again a 
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Peggy Nevills seals the insertion point where stem 
meets bowl, a process completed on every pipe ta 
ensure am air-tight seal 


few years later. In 1988 a tric of in- 
vestors—Michael Lechtenberg, Robert 
Moore and Larry Horton—took ti 
over, and they've remained the owners 
ever since. All are in their 60s and 7ibs 
and, oddly, are rarely involved in the 
business. Lechtenberg carries the title 
of president but does not live in the 
area and, a3 Morgan explains it, “lets 
us fun the company ourselves. I talk 
to him perhaps twice a year” 
Missouri Meerschaum has ben- 
efited from a longstanding follow- 
ing within the military: In addition 
to MacArthur, Gen. Joho J. Pershing 
amoked corncobs in Workd War 1, and 
both Omar Bradley and Dwight Eisen- 
hower smoked them in World War IL. 
Missouri Meerschaum was considered 
astaple at military base com nissaries. 
Adm. Richard Byrd took corncobs to 
the North Pole. In addition te Mark 
Twain, both Rudyard Eipling and 
Norman Rockwell smoked corncebs. 
So did generations of rural farmers. 
At one point in the 1920s, there 
were a bevy of competitors in and 
around Washington, a placid town of 
14,(000 that was known in its industri- 
al heyday for two products: pipes and 
shoes. Names like Union Pipe Co, Na- 
tional Cob Pipe Works and Missouri 
Com Cob Pipe Co. flourished for a 
long while, but Missouri Meerschaum 
always dominated the marketplace, 
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with more than half of all sales. In 
the “50s its rivals began dropping off. 
Missouri bought out its last remain- 
ing competitor, Hirschl & Bendheim, 
site Sih years ago, aod has remained 
the sole cormeob survivor ever since. 

The production of a cob pipe starts 
with the corn. Missouri Meerachaum 
has owned its own fare, on 150 acres 
[5 miles west of the factory, since the 
L970s, to control production. The 
company uses special heirloom lhy- 
brid red and white feed corn seeds, 
then plants its fleld at 15,0(M) seeds 
per acte—half the usual density—to 
Yield uncommonly large cobs (up 
to 2 inches in diameter) with a very 
dense, hard core. The corn is picked 
late, then brought by employees to 
sprawling cribs before its shelled (the 
corn kernels are food grade and sold 
to grain imills). 

In a good year the company har- 
veats 2 million cobs. The cobs lie in 
the cribs for additional drying, then 
are sawed inte sections, with each 
cob usially good for two or three sec- 
tions. Then the bowl is drilled out of 
the middle of each cob section (the 
center is the sett pith, surrounded 
by a woody ring that is just right for 
the walls of the bowl). Then the cobs 
are attached to 40-year-old lathes that 
perform the shaping. 

About 15 percent of all pipes are 





Mike Axton drills the tobacco hole in the cobs. 


lett natural, while the rest are finished 
with a simple plaster of paris (fram 
an 1880s recipe) and varnish that re- 
sult in a ameoth exterior The stem 
hole ia then drilled and a birch stem, 
along with either a plastic of vulcanite 
mouthpiece, is inserted by employees 
working in the assembly rec. 

About 5 percent of the pipes, many 
of them iminiatuces, have custer imn- 
prints on the side. Some 20 percent 
ate destived for export, with major 
markets concentrated in fapan, trer- 
many and Scandinavia. The biggest 
US. customers are the large pharmacy 
chains. Distributers account for much 
of the reat of the U.S. volune. 

There are only 16 shapes in all, 
with names like Legend, Missouri 
Pride, Great Dane, Diplomat and 
Country Gentleman. The MacArthur 
model is aptly dubbed the Mac. Mor- 
pan fas ideas for change. Hed like to 
bring back a long-discontinued barrel 
shape called the Jewel, which sold for 
25 cents in the 1950s (when a gross 
of t44 pipes sold at whelesale for 
513.50!). He also wants to bring back 
bulldog and churchwarden styles ance 
marketed by the company, and might 
even consider a panel design. “Wed 
also like te bring back pencil-thin 
reed stems, though they aren't easy to 
hold in your mouth” Morgan says 

ln some quarters, particularly se- 
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Above left, Tim Schwartz applies plaster 
of paris to the bowds. At right, Craig 
Haddow performs white scouring, which 
is. a hand-sanding process, to smooth 
the plaster. 


phisticated stoke shops peddling 
$510) briar pip there Missouri 
Meerschaum products are kept hidden 
away in corners, there is an unfounded 
perception that corncobs dant sn 
well Quite the contrary. Corncobs 
actually deliver quite a cool and neu- 
tral smoke, unsullied by the flavers of — 
: : Here Charlene Stawski applies labels to the bottoms of bowls. Below are birch 
good fit for the first-time smoker just stems on the left with metal ferrules on the right, and at bottom, piles of cobs that 
getting started with limited finances. have been cutinto sections and await manufacturing. 
“He can acquire three pipes for 520 
and establish a real rotation.” Mor 
notes. He also bel 
are a perfect venue for experinne 
tion. “You can ory out a new tobacco 
ina corncob without ghosting a brias 
pipe, says Morgan. 

Smoking is legal in the old fac 
Washington, and Morgan can be found 
with a cornceb most days Grimly tacked 
between his teeth. But he worries about 
the future when he notices that many 
of his employ who were once cob 
amokers, are more likely to be puffing 
on cigarettes, ifanything. He also waor- 
ries about the next corn harvest and the 
search for new ont to build future 
revenues. His goal, with better crops, is 


to get back to selling 1 million pipes a 


year. In the meantime, he isn't reluctant 
to tout Missouri Meerschaum's Agmeri- 
cana image. “Were real home-grown 
survivors here im the heartland? he 








Jack Dupont was not a true believer in much of any- 

thing. Asa reporter, he felt that strong belief led to the 

dusty, parched intersection of shortsightedness and bias. 
But he believed a few things. A partial list follows. 


1. The short sentence is best. 

2. Inanimate objects have no soul. 

3. Neither do newspaper publishers. 

ieee properly, the saints willintercede with 
God. 

5. No real man drinks anything with more than two 
ingredients. 

6. Ice counts. 


Dupont toiled for The Mill River Standard Times, 
a daily newspaper with a circulation of 14,000 and 
an audible wheeze in its editorial policy. He was a 
53-year-old son of Mill River, a man given to spoken 
obscenity and gray fedoras, tweed jackets and side- 
of-the-mouth laughter. A tall man with a mustache 
the color of shredded Latakia, he walked with his 
head down but swiftly, loping between City Council 
meetings and the newspaper office where, on a Tues- 
day, three weeks before Christmas, he was to receive 
two gifts. 

“T got it at Target,’ Simone LaCroix said, handing 
Dupont a plastic bag. 

LaCroix, 41, and extremely fond of cats, was Du- 
pont’s girlfriend and fellow reporter. She was 5 feet, 
2 inches tall, with a mass of curly hair dyed an arrest- 





ing blonde. On the day she presented Dupont with the 
plastic bag, she was wearing a lilac leather mini skirt, 
black pantyhose and a black sweater with a huge, 
floppy cowl neck that neatly framed her pale, sharp- 
nosed face. Her fingernails were painted purple. 

Simone raised one foot off the ground as Dupont re- 
moved a 5-inch Christmas tree from the bag. Behind 
her, Pancho Souza, Standard Times photographer and 
Dupont'’s best friend, stared fixedly at the shelf of Sim- 
one’s rear before turning back to a computer screen on 
which a picture of Mill River's rotund, thieving mayor 
awaited cropping. 

Simeone took the little tree from Dupont'’s hands. 

“You plug it into your computer like this,” she said, 
ery aside some of the news and fast-food-related 

andfill that covered Dupont'’s desk. 

The little tree lit up, seven lights, four red, three 
green. Dupont leaned back until his desk chair 
creaked. 

“Niiice,” he said. 

Dupont, who looked like nothing so much as a 
second-rate, small-town bookie, loved Christmas 
as small boys love the holiday. On Thanksgiving, 
he broke out a Zippo with Santa Claus on the side. 
Throughout the season, he wore loud silk ties embla- 
zoned with elves and snowmen. He sang carols in the 
office. In short, he was a tinseled nuisance, a trial to a 
roomful of reporters who called themselves “journal- 
ists, and strove, as the Internet ate their business, to 
appear cynical and world weary. - 
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“There? Simeone said. “You have pour 
own office Christmas tree now 

Panche Souza snickered. 

Mill River, Mass. was either one of 
the best or ome of the worst places to 
celebrate Christmas. An old cotton mill 
town with a population of BBAKH), the 
city was a broken watch, a huddle of 
crap-brown 10-year-old tenements, 
barracks-like heusing projects and 
huge, abandoned taille. Pour thousand 
people had mewed out in the last de- 
cade, most of ther descendents of the 
Portuguese and French Canadian im- 
migrants whe had worked in manufac- 
turing back in the days when Mill River 
inade trash cans, baby clothing, cotten 
cloth, sport coats, yarn, table cloths, 
cardboard boxes and other hard goods. 

The troly stubborn remained be- 
hind, unwilling to leave a neighbor- 
hood where they'd grown up, still 
in love with the Mall River of small 
bakeries and European immigrants 
that was vanishing so fast. The new 
Mill River consisted of just-arrived 
Dominicans, Haitians and Guatema- 
Jans whe had mistakenly immigrated 
to d- town where there was no work, 
Affican-Americans who could not 
find their way im the “hire your 
cousin” culture of Mill River and a 
aprinkling of Pakistanis who ran the 
city’s numerous dollar stores and dis- 
count cigarette emporiums. 

The unions were dead. Unemploy- 
ment was at lad percent. The dropout 
rate at the high school was 47 per- 
cent, and the city's drug of choice was 
heroin. 

Yet, at dusk in the winter, the 
city looked Victorian and the trash 
men wired Christmas wreaths to 
the grilles of their trucks. The dying 
light at the end of the day erased the 
cracks in the sidewalks, and it was 
possible to walk out ofa Dunkin’ Do- 
nuts with a cup of hot chocolate and 
see a brightness in the lowering dark, 
light through church stained glass, 
aparkling Christmas trees in tene- 
ment windows. 

Dupont and Simone were natives, 
first among the truly stubborn, liv- 
ing where they wrote, a pair of love- 
struck mastodons bellowing sweetly 
al each other across a swamp of pov- 
erty and memory. 

Simone sat at her desk, writing a 


story about an overweight Pereo- 
cet addict who had robbed the same 
side-street convenience store three 
times in the same day. 

“Too broke to have a carl she nout- 
tered. 

“Jack, somebody to see you,” the 
receptionist at the front of the news- 
room said. 

Dupont snorted, angry at the in- 
terruption. Dupont was the paper's 
colummist, and he was writing a piece 
comparing Mill River's city council- 
ors to the seven dwarts. His shift on 
this cold, early December day was the 
2 pm. to 10 p.m. and, if mo one in 
Mill River got mad enough to shoot, 
stab or beat anyone, hed hoped ta 
finish his weekly column. 

“Sleazy, Dummy, Sloppy ... 
muttered, rising from his desk. 

The woman was small, maybe 5 
feet, 1 inch, and old, maybe 45. Her 
green eyes were large and bright, and 
she wore black pants and a blouse 
decorated with black and white geo- 
metric shapes, mostly diamonds and 
squares. 

“Horny, Dupont said to himself, 
remembering that City Councilor 
Mike Beausoleil had recently been 
caught in a prostitution sting. Beau- 
soleil paid a fine and had recently 
announced that he would run for re- 
election. 

The old lady looked puzzled and 
not a littl frightened. She was in the 
silent process of convincing herself 
that Dupont had muttered some vari- 
ant of “Howdy” when he spoke. 

“Howyadoin?” he said toe the old 
woman, who looked visibly reaa- 
sured. 

Her name was Irene Greenwood 
and she held a small cardboard box 
in her hand. 

“Hello, Mr. Dupont,” she said. “My 
father was Charles Greenwood. 

One of the things Dupont did for 
The Standard Times was produce a 
weekly “history blog, an item that 
appeared only on the paper's website 
and featured snippets of Mill River 
history collected by Dupont from the 
huge black-bound volumes of the pa- 
pers archives. These volumes went 
back to 1861, all of them in disarray 
on the shelves of a locked room on 
the paper's otherwise-empty fourth 
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floor, where they were succumbing to 
the nibbling of mice, the smaller nib- 
bling of bugs, neglect and hunidity. 

“You wrote about my father.” the 
woman said, 

Dupont remembered. Greenwood 
had written a column for The Shaa- 
dard Tintes back in the 1920s and 
Dupont had excerpted that column 
in his blog. 

“Nobody remembers this guy.” he 
had told Simeone. “He was good. He's 
gota whole column about how poor 
kids used to go downtown ta beg 
from the businessmen.” 

“lf they went downtewn now, 
they'd have to beg from junkies,” 
Simone had said. 

Dupont solicitously ushered the 
woman inte The Stardard Trees’ 
grandly named conference room, 
a sterile space of beige walls and a 
cheap laminate table surrounded by 
faux-leather chairs. 

After 15 minutes, Dupont came 
out, took a reporter's notebook and a 
pen off his desk and went back inte 
the conference room. An hour later, 
Dupont walked the old woman to 
the elevator and thanked her for the 
cardboard box he held in his right 
hand. 

“Looka this,” he said to Simone, 
apening the box and removing a 
short, dark, billiard-shaped pipe. 

“She brought me her father’s pipe, 
Dupont said. “Because [ been writing 
about him. She brought me a story, 
too. 

Simone took the dark red pipe in 
her pale hands, trailing one purple- 
painted fingernail down the stem. 

“Its nice,” she said. “What's the 
story?” 

“Charles Greenwood's real name 
was Charlemagne Boisvert, Dupont 
said. “In 1910, he comes down here 
from Nashua, New Hampahire. Self- 
educated. He's been writing for a 
French-language paper up north. 

“But,” Dupont said, “at The Siue- 
dard, the reporters are all [rish and 
the management are all from the old 
Yankee families that own the mills. 
They dowt even cover the news In 
French neighborhoods, not unless it's 
a stabbing of a guy beating his wife” 

“Which is pretty much what we 
do in black neighborhoods,” Simone 


said. “You see a picture of a black 
guy in this paper, you can bet he's in 
handeufis”” 

“Charlemagne Boiavert'’s no dope, 
Dupont says. “In these days, New 
Hampshire was far away. He trans- 
lates his name into English, Charles 
Greenwood, lies about where he went 
ta school, and the next day, he's an 
all-American reporter. The old lady, 
his daughter, doesn't care if I quote 
her. 

“Good story, Simene said. 

Dupont sank inte his desk chair 
and started to type, his notebook 
open on the desk. Next te the note- 
book, the pipe rested on its side, 
gleaming richly in the cruel flores- 
cent light. Dupont wrote with an un- 
lit corncob in his mouth. He bagged 
the seven dwarfs column and began 
to write Charlernagne Boisvert's story 
as told by his daughter, Irene. 

Jack Dupont believed in the fitness 
of things. He didn't smoke Boisvert’s 
pipe that day at work. 

Instead, he stopped on the way 
home from the paper and bought a 
fotir-pack of Guinness stout in a cor- 





her store at the end of his street. He 
arrived in the store 10 minutes before 
closing time and the clerk grumbled a 
little at having to make one more sale. 

Jack Dupont lived with his #1-year- 
old mether, a circumstance his 
friends used as a platform for jokes. 
When he arrived home at 10 minutes 
after 10, his mother was asleep, and 
the second-floor, five-roci apart- 
ment they shared was quiet. 

Dupont closed the door to his 
mothers room, walked inte his own 
bedroom, changed from his work 
clothes inte a pair of badly worn, red 
plaid flannel pajamas, walked into 
the tiny kitchen and put three cans 
of Guinness in the refrigerator. The 
fourth can he opened, pouring its 
contents into a pint glass emblazoned 
with “Guinness Its Good Por You" 
He had stolen the glass from an [rish 
pub in Boston when he and Simene 
had gone up to the big town for a 
weekend last fall. 

Bosten was only Si miles fret 
Mill River, but Mill Riverites went to 
Boston only to see Red Sox games or 
to work as laborers on large, publicly 


funded construction projects. 

“You and me walk down the street 
in Boston, you can almest hear the 
freakin’ banjo music” Simeone had 
said during their last trip to Boston. 
“Hey Jethro, lookit all these here tall 
buildings” 

Dupont set the glass of Guinness 
carefully on a marble-topped table 
next to his reading chair, a mouse- 
colored, 10-year-old La-#-Boy he 
had journeyed far into the suburbs 
to purchase. The only furniture pou 
could buy within the city limita of 
Mill River was made of particle board 
and required some assembly. 

The glass in place, Dupont walked 
back into his bedroom and, standing 
on tiptoe, retrieved a large cardboard 
box from the top shelf of his closet. 
He set the box on his bed and rooted 
among 75 brightly labeled 2-ounce 
tins of pipe tobacco until he found 
the unopened tin of Gumbhill Eliza- 
bethan, no longer made, that hed 
been cellaring for six years. Hed been 
planning to smoke it on some special 
occasion, perhaps when hed finally 
whored up enough freelance money 
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to take Simone to Paris. He was sure 
they would hear violins in Paris and 
Hot banjo music. 

He settled into the chair, popped 
the tin and packed Boisverts pipe. 
The Elizabethan smelled dark, if a 
amell can be compared to a quality of 
light. It smelled like stewed fruit and 
drowsiness and old books. 

He packed and lit. He tamped 
lightly and lit again. 

The pipe went out. 

He tamped amd lit. 

The pipe gurgled and a blast of 
hot steam filled his mouth. The pipe 
went out 

Dupont swore. le Pree. 

An angel, hovering above the pot- 
holed street and peering into Jack 
Dupont’s living room, would have 
seen a titanic battle between man and 
pipe, wills opposed. 

He got the pipe going for 1 minutes 
and the pipe became scorchingly hot ta 
hold. He took a long, peaceful putt and 
the pipe spita bitter drop of condensed 
tobacce juice on his tongue. 

The pipe gurgled once and went 
out, one tiny cucl of smoke twisting 
up fron its baw. 

“You don't understand,” the angel, 
if he had truly been hovering outside 
the window of Dupont’s apartment, 
would have whispered. 

Which Dupont did not and, in the 
coming days, he applied all of his ac- 
cumulated pipe wisdom te the atub- 
born litthe billiard. 

He reamed it. He swabbed it with 
pipe cleaners soaked in a better grade 
of bourbon than he ever purchased 
for his own drinking. 

He smoked plug in the pipe. care- 
fully sliced and rubbed out. Straight 
Virginia. English blends. Mixture 74. 

And the little pipe arched ita back 
like a cat and spat juice onto Dupont’s 
poor tongue. 

“It's possessed.’ he told Simone as 
he smoked another pipe on break, 
éight days before Cliristmas. 

“It’s just a bad pipe,” Simone said. 
“Maybe it's too old* 

Dupont stopped trying to smoke 
the pipe, but he carried it in the 
pocket of his sport coat, as if he be- 
lieved the warmth of his body would 
make the pipe love him. 

And one day, he ran for the door of 


the newsroom, yelling at the city edi- 
tor over his shoulder, the newsroom’s 
police scanner screeching as he left. 

“Fire on Cornell Street.” Dupont 
yelled. “A three-decker. Send a photog” 

It was a howling orange blaze by 
the time Dupont arrived, and he took 
notes for half an hows, pausing only 
to call the newsroom and yell updates 
inte his cell phone. 

A firefighter emerged from the 
tenement house's front door. He car- 
ried a small tiger-striped cat in his 
right hand. 

“Oh, Jesus,” said Statdand Titnes 
photographer Pancho Souza. “la that 
a kitten?” 

A dark-haired girl ran up the 
house's driveway, tears in her eyes, 
squealing in Spanish. Souzas camera 
wWhirred as he duck-walked around 
the firefighter and the girl. Dupont 
muscled in for quotes. 

“I gotta start bringin’ a kitten with 
me to house fires.” Souza laughed. 
“teat shots. Great shots. You get 
good quotes?” 

“I got gold” Dupont said. “The kid 
speaks English, too. The kitty’s name 
is “Preciosa!” 

“Preci-freakin'-osa.” 
“Beautiful.” 

Standing im the water from the 
hoses as the house's rear wall col- 
lapsed and the firefighters got it uin- 
der control, Dupont, thinking only 
of a little girl and her kitten, reached 
clumsily into his sport coat pocket 
for a pipe and tobacco. 

The pipe loaded, a kitchen match 
struck on the corrugated metal step 
of a fire truck, Dupent took a putt 
and pray smoke ballooned owt into 
the cold morning. 

No steam. No heat. No clog. No 
bitter drop on his tongue. No gurgle. 
No Ihiss. 

“I guess it finally paid off!” he told 
Simone later that day. “All the rear- 
ing and cleaning. The pipe came 
around” 

“Maybe it was just ready.” Simone 
said. 

“l been smoking a pipe for almost 
40 years,” Dupont said. “They all 
smoke right if you know what you're 
doling” 

Except that night when, with the 
Guinness poured and the soft lamp- 


Souza sated. 


light pouring out into Dupont’s living 
room, the pipe smoked like a brick. 
Dupont finished his night smoking 
a gourd calabash and gazing warily 
at Charlemagne Boisvert’s stubborn 
little pipe. 

“Dama thing, he told Simone the 
next day. 

They sent Jack Dupont te the scene 
ofan armed robbery on Clutch Street, 
where he spent 20 minutes talking ta 
a frightened Pakistani clerk. 

“lL lit the pipe walking to my car, 
he told Simone, smoking Boisvert’s 
billiard om the sidewalk in front of 
The Stitdaed Tintes’ 40-year-old red 
brick building. “Smokes great” 

That weekend, when they were 
both off work, Dupont tock Simene 
ona drive. 

They followed winding country 
roads 30 of 40 miles from Mill River, 
passing white farmhouses and flelds 
af stubble corn, driving between 
stone walls that had seen redeoats 
reeling and falling, shet like rab- 
bits by farmers with muskets. They 
stopped for apple cider and Dupont 
struggled and swore for 2 minutes, 
unable to keep Charlemagne Bois- 
vert's pipe lit. 

On Monday, walking back to the 
paper from the courtheuse, where 
hed covered the arraignment of a 
drug dealer who'd shot a customer for 
nonpayment, Dupont smoked the lit- 
tle billiard slowly, savoring each puff, 
the old wood bringing out the dark 
note in his own blend of Five Broth- 
ers, Latakia and black Perique. 

“Itlikes news,” he told Simone later 
that day, as the two drank beer in The 
St. James Irish Pub, a dark basement 
bar just aix blocks from The Standard 
Fintes. 

“Its a piece of wood,” Simone said, 
twitching her pose in a way that 
made Dupont want to sob with love. 
“lt doesn't ike anything. 

“It was a reporter's pipe,” Dupont 
said. “What else would it like?” 

“You know what I like?” Simeone 
asked Dupont. 

“What?” he asked, sipping his pint 
of Guinness and replacing the glass 
on the bar. 

“You, ya whackiob. she said, kiss- 
ing his mese. 

Jack Dupont believed that some- 


one knows the answer te every ques- 
thon. 

“Whatever it 13, he told the 
younger reporters, “if you can't get an 
answer, it's because you're not talking 
to the right guy” 

And, when in search of the answers 
to questions metaphysical, Dupo rt 
sometimes walked the stained side- 
walks of Dane Street, a street in Mill 
River whose grayness was unbroken 
by 30 much as a flower growing in a 
yard, where people used bedsheets aa 
curtains, if they had bedsheets. 

Atone end of Dane Street was Peter 
4. Grundy Boulevard, a street of nouf- 
fler shops and amall Chinese restau- 
rants, chain pharmacies, Vietnamese 
hail salons and pawn shops. At the 
ather end was Al's Variety, a corner 
store dating back to the 1920s. Once 
there had been a bakery, a butcher, a 
pharmacy, a bar, a shoe stere and a 
Catholic school on Dane Street. Now 
there was Als. which aold liquor, cig- 
arettes, lottery tickets, money orders, 
phone cards, stamps, ice cream, boot- 
leg CDs of Spanish and Haitian music 
and groceries from several South and 
Central American nations. 
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The owner was Rejane, no last 
a tall Haitian with 
long lege, a long French nese, slit 


name, woman 
planist’s fingers and a certain amount 
of majesty in her walk. Her age was 
somewhere between 35 and 60, her 
unlined, beautiful face giving no 
clue. Because she was Haitian, age- 
less and impossible to frighten, even 
the gangbangers in the neighborhood 
believed and hes 
store Was never robbed, even though 
people on Dane Street routinely shot 
and stabbed each other over $4 bags 
of heroin. 


she was a witch 


Dupont and Rejane spoke te each 
ather in French, or at least some ver- 
sion of the language, some middle 
ground between her Haitian Cre- 
ole tongue and Dupont’s growled 
French-Canadian dialect. 

Red cardboard cutouts of Christ- 
mas bells were taped te the inside of 
the window at Al's Variety, the store's 
only acknowledgement of the sea- 
aon other than a cardboard cutout of 
St. Nick himself, advertising “Claus 
Cash" lottery tickets. 

Anyone walking by, if they were 
net too staned to see through plate 


glass, would have seen Dupont lean- 
ing on the counter inside the store, 
his big hands flat on the wooden 
surface, darkened fram brown to 
black by decades of hands picking up 
change. A jar of gray beef jerky sat on 
the lefi side of the counter and a rack 
of packaged incense sticks occupied 
the right side, each package labeled 
“Midnight Love. 

And they would have seen Rejane 
take the pipe from Dupont'’s hands, 
held it up to the light, smiff it, fit a 
long index finger inte the bowl, then 
place the pipe in her maroon-lip- 
sticked mouth for just a second. 

“Crest ine pipe” she told Dupont. 
“T's a pipes 

On this cold morning, Rejane was 
tending her store in a tight maroon 
blouse and a white skirt that came a 
hand’s breadth above her knee. She 
wore 4d-inch maroon heels. She sat on 
a stool behind her counter, her long 
black hair foaming over her shoulders. 

“Wiens ici,” she said to Dupont. 
“Come here? 

She led Dupont to the window and 
he followed, holding Charlemagne 
Bolsvert's pipe. > 





“hee beri” Rejane said, pointing 
across the street. 

Qn the steop of a three-decker 
tenement howse, a woman sat, knees 


up hh 





ah because the step was low, 


hands hanging between her blue- 


jeaned legs, blonde hair caught 





with a fabric acrunchie whose color 
just matched the baby-blue vinyl sid- 
ing of the house behind her. 

“honya Cara, Dupont said. “lve 


seen her in court. She's 23. Looks like 





she's 40. Works over on Grundy Bou- 
levard by the Dominican restaurant. 


rein” 





“She bought an orange soda in 
here when | opened up today” Rejane 
said. “She's waiting for a man to come 
sell her that warm stuff she puts in 


her arm. Sh ¥ from last 





“spot mer 








night.” 

“Putain, Duperct Spit, Wate the 
French word for women who sell 
themselves. 

Rejane rested a long-fingered hand 
on the back of Dupont'’s neck. He felt 
the warmth. 

“ho sure What you see,” she said. 


“You lock at her, you see what vou 





wral i the paper, E vk words, 
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“But she's scared to 
the men, Rejane aaid. “She's scared 


and sick all the time. She tries not to 





remember when she was a little girl 


and she liked ice cream. She waed to 





come in here i years ago, buy ice 
cream. 

Rejane stroked the back of Du- 
pont's neck. 

“SCHEG QUESUIONS, MO one can an- 
awerl she said. “Its almost Christ- 
mas, cher. Take your pipe and smoke 
it where it wants to be smoked> 

lack Dupont, glad to be out in the 


cold air, walked the eight blacks back 





to The Standard Tinres, The small 
tree Simone had bought him plowed 
on his desk. 

Two days until Christmas,” Sim- 
dito him as they ate lunch ina 
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new 





YY grinder joint. “Wait'll you see 
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what | bought you. 
Ont 


ew SE Le 





early deadline and let the reporters 
goat d pim., two hours early, 


That night, 





had a glass of 
anisette before going to bed, alone 


fe miprit Cine nt oer 





in a twin bed, in 





her store. Sonya Cara stood on the 
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sidewalk in front of the Domini- 
can restaurant, waithig for the last 
Christmas rush. fack and Simone ate 


French che 






e and drank port wine 
in her small apartment. She gave Du- 


pont a tweed scarf and he gave her an 


anu LjRbe Latah 





pin featuring a cat's 
white face in profile against a sea- 
green background. 

Charlemagne Bolsvert’s pipe never 
returned to Dupent’s apartment. ii 
lives an untidy bachelor life among 
the drifts of paper that cover Du- 
ponts desk, sometimes buried, sleep- 
ing for days. 

It does not attend press confer- 
ences in air-conditioned offices. i 
does not go along when Dupont cov- 
ers groundbreakings and junior high 
schoo] science fairs. 

But 


acreeches that there's ri shcotle 





when the police scanner 





a fire, a harried Dupont sweeps the 


papers aside with nervous hands and 





runs for the door with Charlemagne 
Boisverts pipe in his wide, humerous 
mouth. 


And no matter what Dupont be- 





he no longer believes there's an 


answer lo every question. 
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BY ANTHONY HARRIS 


The evolution of an idea 


Inspiration is only the beginning 


The 2011 Las Vegas pipe show had just ing by, we formed a little island of comfort, was handed around. We took up an earlier 
ended, and a group of us were sitting beer and inbacco smoke. discussion about making a BaccyPlap [a 
around seme tables on the edge of a con- There were a fumber of active compact, hard-shell tobacco container). | 
course, lined on one side by places of buai- canversations in our group—mest ram- felt there were problems with the idea— 
ness and by strident slot machines on the bling from topic to topic. We talked about coat and the fact that wood tends te auck 
other Despite the noe and people walk- wind caps for pipes. A nifty old pipe lighter moisture out of tobacco being foremost. 
Despite what aeenved like significant prot 
ferns, | agreed to make a proterype. 

Its net always easy to assecble a groupe 
of people willing te discuss ideas about 
pipe construction to any depth. This is 
particularly true if what is meeded is more 
than, “l like that shape” or, “Sure hangs 
well” of, “Great grain” This group was dit- 
ferent. Not one to lose an opportunity, | 
dug out ny neteteeok and started sherw- 
ing and talking about designs for modu- 
lar pipes, an idea [ had been conabdering. 
Primarily, | was thinking about ways to 
ineorperate more than a single air chamber 
intera pipe. 

As the evening wore on, my thoughts 
kept returning to the BaccyPlap. [one was 
going to eo to the trouble and expense of 
catrying a BaccyPlap, there needed to be 
a similarly portable pipe to go with tt—a 
BaccyPipe. 

What qualities would be necessary for 
the BaccyPipe? As noted, it would need to 
be compact. It would need a sleek outside 
soul wouldnt snag going in or coming out 
ofa pocket. It would need te be tough to 
survive the vicissitudes of the pocket— 
something you didnt have to be careful 
with. And, it would have te be a real pipe — 
mot a giminick like sone pocketable pipes, 
bart one that weuld be practical and seoke 
as welll as ary pipe. 

I started thinking out loud abst sce 
Final drawing from Las Vegas if the ideas. Discussion ensued. We talked 
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about twisty parts, folding thinges and 
hinges. None of it sounded very exciting. 
There had to be another way. Something 
that hacivt been tried. 

An idea began te form. | started 
envisioning something mendular Heck, it 
wasn't a big leap; we had already been talk- 
ing about modularity, and the drawings 
in ty notebook were still sitting right in 
front of me. Nothing for it, the stem and 
shank were going to have te fit inside the 
pipe. The pipe was going to have to contain 
ibelf! 

With growing excitement, [ started 
describing the as-yet-vague idea. My eyes 
may have started bagging out about this 
time, but I did not freth at the mouth, and 
1 will deny it if anyone says differently. 1 
Wasnt petting the enthusiastic responses. 
I wanted from the others, so, words obvi- 
cusly failing, | started drawing pictures. 
Then we started talking again. There was 
some give and take, bath pre ard ccm, bur 
I think ifthe process had been demeacratic, 
the idea would have beet voted out of of- 
fice then and there. 

Fortunately, or unfortunately depend- 
ing of your perspective, the pen was in 
my band and the bit in my teeth. The 
witches brew of images in tay lead started 
coalescing inte a final form and an order 
of construction. | quit taking—I hepe L 
wasnt rude but | dant remember ncow— 
and made a final drawing. 

The pipe would resemble an egg when 
in the stewed configuration, and, well, 
something rather different when deploeved. 
The bow] would have a male thread on the 
top and a female thread on the boatons. 
The shank, or second chamber, would have 
a female thread to receive the bowl in the 
stowed configuration, and a make thread 
on an extended tenon for the bowl when 
deployed. The stems mortise in the shank 
would be lined with an acrylic sleeve. The 
importance of the sleeve would be to per- 
mit the stem to be removed while the pipe 
was still hot, and to lend strength to the 
wall of the lower chamber, made thin to 
reduce weight. The stem would be a press- 
fit, but have a thread about halfway along 
its length so that it would be fixed in place 
while stowed. In order to deploy the pipe 
for use, the container would be opened 
and the stem extracted. the bow] inverted 
and screwed ante the tenon on top of the 
shank, and the ster titted inte place. 

I sat back, pleased with the drawing. L 
knew it wasnt pretty, but it was enough 





from which to build a prototype. The only 
part of it [ wasnt comfortable with was the 
two threads on top of the shank. It wasa 
complicated structure with lithe: room bor 
mistakes. | showed it to the others and 
responses ranged from enthusiastic to 
dubious, From anciiver side of the table 
[ heard, “Uh huh, now lets see you make 
it” Oh, envy. Perhaps still a lithe: bug-eyed, | 
averred that | would make one before the 
week was cuit. 

Arriving home the next afierneon, | 
settled back into the real word. There were 
a fiimber of orders waiting to be filled that 
Thad put off while preparing to go to Las 
Vegas. Even while | was running through 
them (not all turning requires omes full at- 
tention), | was thinking about the Baccy- 
Pipe. 

1 could see a necessary change alreacly. 
The original idea was to thread the stem 
into the inside of the pipe when in the 
stowed configuration. A thread exposed 
to the smoke in the passage between bowl 
and shank was going to gunk up—nath- 
ing practical about that. Fixing the stem tn 
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place was net strictly mecessary—it would 
sit kenge insade the pape just fine [didn't see 
any way to get rid of the complication on 
top of the shank, though. The order of ap- 
eralions Recesary to turn a complex object 
can be preity important, and various per- 
mutations played through my mined 

I finally reached the point where | 
couldn't bear to put it of ary longer and 
went looking for a chunk of briar | was. 
willing to sacrifice. | finished the first 
version Thursday evening. | knew it was. 
only a version because, in order to put the 
stem inside the pipe in its stowed com- 
figuration, the ster had te be this line, 
short, dinky thing. Nobexdy wants their 
thing te be shart and dinky, amd this was 
a0 extreme example. lan, it was enmtbar- 
rassing. | knew before | made it that the 
stem wast going to work when [ saw 
how little space there was inside the pipe 
in its stowed configuration. [ pressed an 
a6 1 didn't immediately see how to make 
it longer without sacrificing the original 
intent, and there had to be something to 
show before the week was cut. 


[was feeling dubious about it, | wasn't 
interested in making a gimmick. Perhaps 
it wasnt peing to work. Maybe the whole 
idea wasnt a: peed as ] had thoughi— 
some ideas are like that. 


The best part of a coonth went by, and 
[ came to the cenclusion that the way bo 


lengthen the stem was to make it out of 
two pieces. The joint worried me. The two 
pieces of the stem were going to have to 
be thin if they were poing te fit obo the 
opening at the top of the shank. [ was con- 
cermmed about how strong the joint would 
be. | drew some more pictures and thet 


went back to the lathe. 

The heck with two pieces; [ made the 
stem out of three pieces—twe pieces of 
stem and a compression nut to keep the 
point between then airtight and strong. In 
the exploratory stages of the multipart ater 
idea, [left the compression nut oversized, 
thinking | would later cut facets cm it. 

[had a stem that was beng enough, bat 
I had created two new problems. I didnt 
dare make the ster pieces thin enough te 
fit threugh the opening inte the shank. So, 
ifthey were going to be stored internally, at 
was the opening inte the shank that must 
be enlarged, which meant the diameter of 
the whole pipe woukd have to be increased. 
Bad. Also, mow | lead to find a place to put 
the compression mut. 

solutions for the mew problems 
didint take long. There was an exposed fe- 
male thread on the bation of the tobacco 
chamber that bothered me. Just a place 
to collect pocket fuzz or get damaged—a 
problem waiting to happen, so 1 reduced 
the diameter of the compression out and 
chased a thread on the outside of it. Two 
problems solved—the compression nut 
screwed inte the bottom of the bowl and 
protected the female thread. The compres- 
slon mut was already threaded to Gt half af 
the stem for deployment, and the same 
thread served to fold it when stowed. 
Thus was born the Holy Hand Grenade of 
Aunticnchs. 
Geod and bad, | thought. [t was still 








The first tobacco chamber cap 


fairly compact. It was functional It was. 
hind of cute in an ugly duckling sortof way. 
it was made of five pieces, and if turned 
out no one coukd put it together witheut a 
demonstration. (Sore cast aside the utterly 
marvelous Holy Hand Grenade of Antioch 
name ard started calling it the Puzzle Pipe. 
(ro figure.) [t had geek appeal. On the 
downside, it wasiit really as compact as in- 
tended, and there were nore complicated 
pieces than in the original design. 

An idea remained that some people 
wanted a cap on the bowl. A cap appeared 
to have a few possible functions One was 
the option to carry the pipe already loaded 
with tobaces. Second, a would be possible 
to cap a halt-fnished bowl without risking 
lone ash in the pocket. Third was its poten- 
tial modification for use a4 a wind cap. OF 
COMME PLILting a cap on the tobwcos cham- 
ber in the stored configuraiton created its 
own set of problems. The stem was ivtend- 
ed to be stored in the internal space created 
by the bowl and shank wien in the stowed 
configuration. A cap on the tobacco chaim- 
ber interrupted the space and left the for- 
nverty stored half of the stem out in the cold. 

Stil, | had to give ita try—you never 
have to make more than one example of 
an idea, but you do have to make one. An 
additional thread was required to put a 
cap on the tobacco chamber. Also, the 
tenon and male thread on the top of the 
shank had te go, as they competed for 
apace with the cap. The top of the shank 
became easier to make. New problems 
were created, however: The new male 
thread at the bottom of the bowl was 
fragile and exposed. Aloo, where was the 
compression mut and the other halfofthe 
stein going to got 

All but one of the problems with the 
stem were solved by externalizing a. | 
inade a cap such as is found on a fountain 


pen and screwed a single-piece stem into 
it. The stem could then be clipped inte a 
breast pocket. [t worked fairly well, but the 
original intent had been violated. The parts 
of the pipe no longer formed a single unit 
in either the stowed or deployed comfigura- 
tions. Nobody wants thelr parts to get boat. 
Maybe 1] wouldivt have to make too many 
Pipes this way. 

[think Mime fof Remes Briar) must 
have searched his whole inventory, kook- 
ing for pieces of briar of puat a shape and 
size for me. | made five or six of the pipes 
just in time, and packed inte the car with 
some buddies for the trip to the Chicago 
pipe show. 

lsokd sume there, and some more at the 


kanias City show six weeks later. That 
depleted ny inventory and it was tine to 
take mace. [wasnt excited about it, as it is 
a tough pipe to make, but you make what 
vou can sell. 

Now for the homily. While it is et al- 
ways clear at the beginning, it sometimes 
becomes clear that the path ome starts on 
isntalways best. One finds that an klea gets 
obscured by the sordid details of real life, 
Fortunately, each day ia an oppertinity to 
start afresh. it was tite to look again at the 
eriginal idea born at the table in the Las 
Vegas casine in the light of what [ had 
learned during the manufacturing pro- 
oes. | put my remaining example upon a 
shelf—out of sight. 








The idea realized 








Did you ever discover that you make 
things too complicated? I do. Inisnotalways 
as hard as it seems. That fever ofa new idea, 
aS enlertaining a4 it is, can be made better 
by just alittle time, a lit experience, a little 
mental space. Stepping back. A chance to 
pack some tobacco into a pipe are light it. 
Take a fresh look at an idea or problem satt- 
ened with a litle bit of smoke. In the case 
of the BaccyPipe!Holy Hand Grenade of 
Antioch /Pusele Pipe, this was the result of 
4 fresh book. 

Most of the modifications are a result 
of the turning loose of precone hia— 
and the experiment of pulting 4 cap on 
the tobaces chamber. The structure on the 
top ef the shank has been simplified. The 
diameter of the opening into the shank 
was increased, and at the same time the 
cverall diameter of the pipe asa whole was. 
decreased. The bow] has the same thread 
at top and bottom, and can be flipped at 
will The greater opening inte the shank 
permitted the diameter of the stern to be 
increased. A more robust stem, and there- 
fore more robust stem joint, meant the 
compression out could be dispensed wath. 
The cap protects the exposed male thread 
on the bottom of the bowl in the stowed 
configuration and can be used as a wind 
cap when deployed. The result is fewer, 
simpler parts, and its as durable as all get 
aut The whole stem fits inside. All the 
threads are protected. Its a smaller pipe in 
the stored configuration. lt smokes. Oh, 
and if you just have to pack it at home, 
there is always the option of the stern in the 
peneap. P&T 


See more of Anthony Harris 
work at weracrtepipes.cont. 
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BY STEPHEN AL ROSS 


Swedish two-step 


Half brothers Martin Vollmer and Anders Nilsson share passions for music and pipes 


In the workshop of the pipemak- 
ing team of Martin Vollmer and 
Anders Nilsson, one is as likely to 
heat scratchy recordings of 1920s 
and 1930s American jazz, blues and 
country artists as they are to hear 
the scream of a band saw, whirl of 
a lathe of grinding of a dise sander. 
The half brothers (the men share the 
same father) are as passionate about 
old American music as they are about 
making pipes. Taking breaks fron 
pipemaking to share some coffee 





and dannsugare (a type of Swedish 
cake with the popular name “vacuun 
cleaner” because it is shaped to re- 
semble a canister vacuum cleaner) 
with frequent visitors, the two con- 
verse intelligently on topics such as 
the guitar talent of Robert Johoson 
and Louis Armstrong's influence on 
American jazz as well as the staining 
techniques of Tom Eltang, the daring 
sculptural ability of Hiroyuki Toku- 
tomior the merits of up-and-coming 
pipemakers around the world. 


The workshop space le divided 
inte two rooms in the basement of 
a large Georgian-atyle building that 
used to house the administrative of- 
ficea and living quarters of the war- 
den for a penitentiary in Malm, 
Sweden, a city of nearly 300,000 resi- 
dents located across the Qresund, a 
strait of water that separates the Dan- 
ish capital, Copenhagen, from Swe- 
den. It is just a 30-minute train ride 
from Copenhagen’s international air- 
port to Maling, and the twe cities are 
connected by the majestic Gresund 
Bridge, which opened in 200. 

While the building is no longer 
home te the prisons warden, if is still 
on prison grounds. High chain-link 
fences topped with concertina wire 
and guard towers are visible behind 
the building, which is now rented out 
as living quarters to prison employ- 
ees and their families. 

Volliner and Nilssoms father, who 
passed away four years ago, and their 
mothers worked in the Swedish pris- 
en system. Vollmer's mother contin- 
wes to live in ofe of the apartments. 

The walls of part of the workshop, 
where Vollmer and Nilsson enter- 
tain guests and where meetings of 
the Swedish Pipe Club are held, is 
decorated with mementos of the half 
brothers’ interests. Pictures of pipe- 
makers and their works are inter- 
apersed among photos of musiclans. 
Several guitars, which Nilsson plays, 


are displayed in the shop. Sitting atep 
the table in the center of the room 
are several books about pipemak- 
ers, including Jan Andersson's excel- 
lent book Scandinavian Pipentakers, 
pouches and tins of various pipe to- 
baccos and a trophy for the Swedish 
slow-smoking champion. 

“This is the most prestigious slow- 
amoking prize in Sweden because 
it is the only one,” jokes Vollmer, 
the younger of the pipemaking duc. 
An inquisitive man, the 43-year- 
old Vollmer spent much of his early 
adulthood pursuing an academic 
career in religion before turning to 
pipemaking. Wearing round-rimmed 
wire glasses, a leather vest and light 
brown corduroy pants, Vollmer, who 
enjoys playing the accordion in a folk 
group that regularly meets io Malema, 
resembles a teacher more than a 
pipemaker. 

“In 2011, we wet to Estoril, Por- 
tugal, and we came up with the idea 
of creating a prize because there is 
no Swedish championship, Nilsson, 
a former assistant im a sugar refinery 
laboratory, says. “In Europe its very 
different. ln Chicage the show is the 
thing, and then there is a small smok- 
ing competition, Here, the smoking 
competition is the important attrac- 
tion and the show is second, The 
Swedish participant whe places best 
in an international competition gets 
the trophy. We take it a little more 
seriously now that there is a trophy 
invalved" 

A large man with a big moustache 
that curls to a point on each end, 
Nilsson speaks in a slow, deliber- 
ate tone, carefully measuring each 
word before he utters it. In his late 
40s, Nilsson picked up pipe amok- 
ing around 1980, when he was still 
in high school. Nilssen's preference 
for pipes influenced his younger half 
brother, whe alsa started smoking 
pipes when he was in high school. 
Soon after, their father switched from 
smoking cigarillos to pipes. 

Vollmer and Nilsson smoked and 
collected pipes together and became 
active in the Swedish pipe club by the 
late 1990s. They both were particu- 
larly interested ln the classic shapes 
that most of the pipe shops in Malma 
carried. Like many collectors, they 


spent a lot of time thinking about 
why they preferred certain pipes over 
others, which led them to make their 
first pipe in 2001, 

“We both sort of grew up with a 
do-it-yourself attitude,” Vollmer ex- 
plains. “You spend a lot of time go- 
ing over what makes a good pipe 
when you collect them. Then there 
is the impulse of trying to make one 
by yourself. Its very natural to us, 
thanks to our father. We could do it 
and maybe save a little bit of money, 
too 

They bought predrilled blocks 
from Pime and carved pipes in thei 
free time. They studied the pipes in 
their collections, looking at the fine 
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details that made each one unique, 
and sought the characteristics that 
tiade some pipes smoke better than 
others. They ventured online to look 
at shapes they wanted to try te emu- 
late. 

“The classical influence is strong 
on us. Nilsson states. “More sa than 
with other pipemakers, [ think. [n the 
beginning, that's what we started ta 
make. They're the sort of pipes that 
we smoke ourselves, and we really 
enjoy smoking them. We spent hours 
poring over shape charts and web- 
sites about vintage English shapes, 
looking at them and trying to find 
out what made a shape particularly 
nice or why one doesn't look quite 
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the way it should. 

“lL had a couple of pipes made by 
Swedish pipemakers,” Vollmer adds. 
“We studied ther and looked at all 
the details, especially concerning the 
engineering. There was also a con- 
stant battle between making the clas- 
sic shapes that we both love so much 
and the freehand shapes that others 
prefer, We think we're rather good 
at making handmade classic shapes, 
and its something to see someone 
who is really into classic shapes and 
appreciates that they're bloody hard 
to make.” 


With each completed pipe, both 
men discovered they enjoyed the 
work, but becoming full-time pipe- 
makers was an elusive dream un- 
til 2004, when they simultaneously 
reached a crossroads in each of their 
lives and received some constructive 
criticism from some friends. 

“After we had made a couple of 
dozen pipes, we got in tow ch with [an 
Andersson of the Swedish pipe club, 
Vollmer aaya. “He and [pipemaker] 
Bengt Carlaaon came and looked at 
our pipes and critiqued them, That 
was really inspirational and made us 


really start to take it seriously” 

Vollmer had been in school up to 
that point and had far surpassed the 
religion at the high school level. He 
was overgualified, and, if he want- 
ed to teach, he would have to start 
studying another subject, which dis- 
couraged him. 

The company for which Nilsson 
worked was downsizing and offering 
early retirement packages to volun- 
teers. Like his half brother, Nilsson 
Was ready lo pursue a new career. 

“Pipemaking was something that 
we really bad te try.” Nilsson ex- 
plains. “The timing was perfect, and 
if we didot make a go of it we knew 
that we would regret it for the rest of 
aur lives. We have been very lucky 
from the first by meeting the right 
people to guide us, and members of 
the Swedish pipe club were instru- 
mental in our progress 

Andersson put Vollmer and Nils- 
son in touch with Per Billhall, pro- 
prictor of Scandpipes.com, whe nat 
only helped them determine prices 
for thelr pipes but also bought a few 
of their pipes ta display at the 2004 
Conclave of Richmond Pipe Smak- 
ers show in Richmond, Va.—the first 
time their pipes were presented to 
the public. Later im the same year, 
Vollmer and Nilsson attended the 
European Slow-Simoking Champion- 
ships in Copenhagen, marking the 
first time they attended a pipe show 
as exhibitors. There they met Frank 
Burla, the longtime organizer of the 
Chicagoland International Pipe & 
Tebacciana Show, who canvineced 
them to attend the 2005 show. It was 
Vollmer’s first time in the U.4.; Nils- 
son had been once before on a plant 
trip to Louisiana, However, attending 
the Chicage pipe show opened bath 
Mens eyes. 

“The Chicago show is so big, and 
I couldn't believe there were so many 
pipes ln the whole world,” Volloer 
saya, dn astonished expression cross- 
ing his face. “The first year we were 
sort ofalone. We knew Per but he was 
incredibly busy. Our first real contact 
was our néelghber at the table next to 
us, Rick Newcombe, who was selling 
his book Lie Search of Pipe Dreants]. 
By midday Saturday he had seld all 


ofhis books, and he went around the 
floor telling people te come and meet 
us. We had 25 of maybe 30 pipes with 
us that year, and we sold about a doz- 
en and were quite happy with that. It 
wasnt until the third or fourth year 
that we sold out, and we've done so 
ever since” 

The pair has been te every Chica- 
go pipe show since 2005. Every year 
they gain more friends and custom- 
ers, earn more recognition and mar- 
vel at the work of their peers. 

“Going to Chicago is like a fam- 
ily reunion because you know more 
people every year! Nilsson says. “It's 
wonderful camaraderie. Its always 
great to meet people, and we make 
lifelong friends. The Danish pipe- 
makers that live an hour away from 
here, we see more often in Chicaga. 
There's a feeling of fellowship and 
goodwill, What really interested us 
were the American carvers. Every 
Year we see a carver like Rad Davis 
and the journey that he has made. | 
think he is absolutely world class. He 
is extremely good, espectally with the 
sandblasts, and he makes pipes that 
are a tremendous value for the mon- 
ey. Is there another pipemaker in the 
whole world whe can rival him with 
Value for the money? T can't think of 
anyone, except us, of course” 

A quick survey of the websites that 
sell Vollmer & Nilson pipes—Vollmer 
& Nilsson (www vollrer-rilssoncom }, 
Scandinavian Pipes (wivtwccandptpes. 
com), Briar Bloes (wie dnierbtwes com}, 
The Briar Pipe.con (wirwithebrnirpipe. 
com), Pulvers Briar (svmaherlocks- 
hever.com), Quality Briar (wee 
quilitvbriancon), Keigai (srw heiged. 
cont), Pipeshop ou (eww pipeshop.ra) and 
Smokers Haven fwwwstrokershaven. 
corn) confirms this. New Vollmer & 
Nilsson pipes can be purchased for as lit- 
tle as $325 retail, with the highest-priced 
pipe they've sold so far marked at $1,450. 
One of their pipes achieved $2,075 at an 
auction. 

“Pricing our pipes has been a dif- 
ficult endeavor for us,” Nilsson ex- 
plains. “We don't grade our pipes. 
Each pipe should be judged on its 
own merits. [ts hard because when 
we started out, what we would have 
considered a very top piece then 
would not be so today because we've 





gotten better and more critical about 
our work. We sort of have a botters- 


line price for sandblasts and then we 
add on. At the moment, a sandblast 
classic shape is $350. The costliest 
we've sold so far was $1,450. That was 
a freehand. We were quite ecstatic 
the day that one of our pipes sold for 
more than $2,000 at an auction, We 
said that the first pipe we ever seld 
for more than $1,000 we would cel- 
ebrate with cake. Then it went more 
than $2,000. We followed that auc- 
tion closely, and indeed had cake the 
next day.” 

So far, the pipemaking tearm has 
made no more than LOO pipes a year. 
They have had to work on settling 


their father’s estate, which included 
cleaning up two summer homes they 
inherited. Them there's the pair's un- 
hurried work routine, They typically 
arrive at the workshop in the morn- 
ing and make some coffee. While en- 
joying their coffee, the two discuss 
pipes and leaf through pipe catalogs 
looking for inspiration. Then they 
gel started making some pipes for a 
little while before taking a break in 
the early afternoon for lunch, visiting 
with friends whe stop by the work- 
shop or getting into an lopramptu 
jam session with Nilsson playing gui- 
tar and Vollmer playing the diatenic 
accordion. It's nat until late in the af- 
ternoon of early evening that they get 
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to work without interruptions, music 
always playing in the background. 

The men work on several pipes at 
the same time, spending one day cut- 
ting the blocks, another day shaping 
them and cutting the mouthpieces, 
and yet another day sanding and 
polishing them to perfection. While 
each can completely make a pipe on 
his own, there are certain steps where 
one brother displays a little more tal- 
ent than the other. 

“Working in batehes helps ua if we 
might have an order for sone specific 
shapes, Nilsson says. “If there aren't 
any ofders, we'll leaf through books 
and see pictures of pipes that wed 
like to make. I's so much great fun to 
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look at the old catalogs. Gary Schrier 
has published a thick catalog fren 
BBB from the early part of the cen- 
tury. When you leaf through it, you 
see so many shapes that you think 
are modern but then realize that they 
were made LOM) years ago. [ start out 
by cutting a few blocks, and 1 usu- 
ally drill the tobacco chamber and air 
holes before proceeding to shaping 
the pipe. With the classic shapes, you 
can do some of the shaping on the 
lathe, but usually Martin grabs them 
[from] me because he really enjoys 
doing the classic shapes.” 

Shatching a batch of blocks fret 
his half brother, Vollmer completes 
the basic shaping on the disc sand- 


er starting with 40-grit sandpaper. 
After several rounds of sanding 
using progressively finer sandpapers, 
Vollmer switches off the dise sander 
and turns to 4 Dremel and chainsaw 
files te do the detailed shaping work. 
“Lnever go se tight inte the finished 
shape on the wheel” Vollmer ex- 
plains. “lin used to using the Dremel 
and the pipe in my lap. lean get geod 
light and it's easier to get sweeping 
lines, | couldn't get on without the 
Dremel and the chainsaw files. The 
very first time we saw another pipe- 
maker work was Tom Eltang back 
in 2003. We went to boy some briar 
from him and show him a few of our 
Pipes. We got to see him work on the 
shaping wheel. The speed and the 
precision he had was amazing. It was 
jaw-dropping to see how tightly he 
went inte the shape on that wheel. 
Then, a year later, Tom teld us that 
he bad exactly the same reaction 
when he saw Tokutoml working of 
the sanding wheel. How remarkable 
that had to have been” 

Nilsson almost always is cutting, 
drilling and shaping the mouthpieces 
from Ebonite rods. while Vollmer 
works on a pipes shape. Typically he 
knows what sort of mouthpiece any 
shape will require, unless the pair is 
experimenting on a new pipe or af 
a piece is going to be sandblasted, a 
task that Vollmer performs. 

The pair very rarely rusticates a pipe, 
and they estimate they sandblast a little 
more than half their annual proedie- 
tion. Qin his first trip to the Chicago 
pipe show, Vollmer had one particular 
wish he hoped would come troue—to 
meet the American sandblasting mas- 
ter fin Cooke. At dinner one might, his 
wish was fulfilled. 

“That was a thrill” Vollmer en- 
thuses. “His pipes are incredibly 
special. There is a distinet style to 
American sandblasting that can be 
attcibuted directly to Jim. There are 
three Kinds of sandblast. There is the 
Danish sandblast that is fairly shal- 
low. The old Dunhill sandblast is 
very craggy and sometimes breaks 
the shape of the pipe model. And 
then there is the American sandblast, 
where the shape of the pipe retains 
its integrity and the sandblast is not 
quite as sculpted following the ring 


grain. We aim for the middle ground 
between the Dunhill and the Ameri- 
can styles.” 

While a Maw in the wood might 
affect the pipe’s finish, it can alao in- 
fluence what type of mouthpiece is 
attached. “Sandblasting can change 
what you want to do with the mouth- 
piece.” Nilsson explains. “We almost 
never use Cumberland for anything 
other than black sandblasts. We think 
that a black sandblast with a simple 
ring and then a Cumberland mowuth- 
piece looks great” 

Very early in their pipemaking ca- 
reers, Vollmer and Nilsson accepted 
the challenge of making their own 
mouthpieces. Using mostly Ebonite, 
Nilsson also uses Cumberland and a 
synthetic amber material. Por special 
orders, he has made mouthpieces out 
of acrylic. With the guidance of Per 
Billhall, they divined the secrets of a 
good smoking pipe and have incer- 
porated them inte their own work. 

“I can say with certainty that we 
have never sold a pipe with a produc- 
tion mouthpiece, Nilsson proudly 
explains. “The stem work is very im- 
portant. All the litth: details make it 
hice. If people are willing te pay a let 
of money for our pipes, | feel that we 
owe it to them to give our best effort. 
We don't claim te make perfect pipes, 
but they damn better be the best that 
we can make. 

“How the mouthpiece lafluences 
the air flow makes a nice smoking 
pipe. What the mouthpiece looks like 
on the inside makes the customers 
[come| back. You can make a nice- 
looking pipe, but its the airflow in 
the mouthpiece that's important. 

Nilsson drills the air hole to a di- 
ameter of 4 mim. Using a file made 
from part of a hacksaw blade, he 
amoothes the air holes walls and 
opens it an inch from the mouth- 
piece’s tip. His technique allows even 
the fluffiest pipe cleaners available 
on the market to pass through the airs 
hole unobstructed. He also cuts the 
tenon so there is a small amount of 
apace between it and the mortise. 

“Jim Cooke ia particularly exact 
about that” he states. “He says three- 
thousandths of an isch between the 
mortise and tenon is perfect. But 
then he recommends his buvers ta 
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never take the mouthpiece out. We 
don't leave such a small space, but 
we're always careful to never leave too 
mich between the two. I have a hard 
time figuring out why so many fac- 
tory pipes have been 40 poorly engi- 
neered., Always when I buy one | find 
that [ have te do a little bit of work in 
the mouthpiece so that [ can smoke 
it. The only pipes where that [hasn't] 
been the case are the old Dunhills | 
have bought. In some little ways they 
deserve their reputation” 

When Vollmer and Nilsson choose 
to adorn one of their pipes, they use 
bamboo, silver, baxwood or other 
decorative woods such as box eldet 





wood they get from a supplier who 
typically sells his material to knife 
makers, When a pipe is finished, 
they photograph it and Vollmer 
applies a simple stamp—" Vollmer & 
Nilsson”—to the shank. 

“We are continuing to grow as pipe- 
makers, Vollmer comments. “Our 
silverwork and using bamboo pres- 
ent different sets of challenges. You 
have to keep getting better; otherwise 
you're doing something wrong 

Nodding his head in agreement, 
Nilsson adds, “[ think thats true for 
all real crafts. You can never think 
you have learned all there is to know. 
There is always something new to 
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learn. For us, every pipe and every 
piece of briar presents a new chal- 
lenge. That's the beauty of it? 

With their father’s summer homes 


cleaned out, both men say they hope ta 
increase their production to between 
150 and 200 pipes annually and con- 
tinue to hone their skills. They also 
are encouraging pipe smokers to con- 
tact them with their ideas for custom- 
made pipes, which Vollmer and 
Nilsson particularly enjoy making. 
“That's one of the big thrills of 
pipemaking.” Vollmer says. “We enjoy 
the back-and-forth mature of work- 
ing with someone to make their idea 
for a pipe work. It's fun to collaborate 
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ob a project like that, and we love to 
hear when a person is pleased with his 
pipes 

Other than custom pipes and a few 
freehand shapes, they will continue to 
concentrate on their first love—elas- 
sic pipes. They recognize they might 
be overlooked at pipe shows, where 
exotic freehands typically gain the at- 
tention, but they are strong advocates 
of classic shapes. 

“li we can im some way take those 
shapes more popular, we will be very 
happy, Nilsson explains. “Its very 
nice te have blowfishes, Ramses, bal- 
letinas and such. They are smokable 
arts. We're into making pipes. Mak- 


ing a pipe that amokes well is our 
first goal. There is something very ap- 
pealing about functional art—letting 
function dictate the shape. Look at the 
Violin; its a beautiful piece of wood, 
but it has a particular shape because 
that’s what produces the beat sound. 
Classical pipe shapes havent become 
classical by accident. There's a reaset 
for their development- 

A particular goal they are con- 
stantly striving te achieve is te craft a 
perfect billiaed—whatever that Ls. 

“It’s hard to describe, but you know 
it when you see it,” Vollmer explains. 
“It is a pipe that every pipe smoker 
has an idea of what a billiard should 
look like. There are very small devia- 
tions from that which make it look 
plainly wrong. [ hope that my tomb- 
atone will say something like, “He was 
reasonably nice and made good bil- 
liards! The billiard is such a simple 
shape, but it really isn’t. It is actually 
complex te make really nice” 

While their quest to make the per- 
fect billiard continues, Vollmer and 
Nilsson profess that their enjoyment bo 
pipemaking is fulfilled just by knowing 
their work is improving the enjoyment 
of other pecple's lives, as if drinking 
colfee, amoking pipes, chatting with 
friends, making pipes and listening ta 
music isnt reward enough. 

“Its a kick to see joy cross people's 
faces when they smoke our pipes, 
Vollmer explains. “Reading people 
ansmekers forums describing a hap- 
PY: quiet moment simak ig ore of cur 
pipes makes me happy. Somewhere, 
someone is sitting with one of our 
pipes and having a good time. It's one 
of the good things im lite 

“That was one of the things that we 
weren't quite aware off Nilsson adds. 
“Thats a big thing—that in some little 
way we're making life for our custetn- 
ers a little better. That's a great feeling. 

“It's also great fun to be able to do 
this with my brother. It's all about 
the wonderful people. We weren't 
quite aware of that when we started 
out, but its becoming more appar- 
ent as we continue in the pipe world. 
It's nice to produce something with 
your hands. There ia something that 
will be left after us. And being your 
own boa is quite mice. This is mot a 
sinoke-free workplace.” 


Craig Tarler 


A great friend to pipe smokers 
everywhere, Craig Cornell Tarler, 82, of 
Cornell & Diehl, passed away Sept. 4. 
His booming laugh, endless enthusi- 
asm, dreadful jokes, innovation, child- 
like wonder and loyal support of the 
pipe-smoking community will be ter- 
ribly missed. 

Tarler and his wife, Patty, entered ous 
hobby later in life than mest. Instead 
of retiring in L990, they bought a run- 
down tobacco company—"Just to keep 
things interesting, Tarler said. Hed had 
a long, enorme cnaly successiul career iit 
public relations, but new it was tine to 
relax. Part of that relaxation plan was to 
give up cigarettes and smoke only pipes. 
An on-again/of-again pipe simeker fer 
most of his life, Tarler called the com- 
pany hed usually ordered tobacco from, 
and while on the phone, he learned the 
company was for sale. That information 
would have a profound effect on his life, 
and on the lives of all of ws. 

The company was called Amar Blend- 
ing, which had previcualy 
acquired the old Aas Blend- 
ing company. The Tarbers 
decided to buy it to help o<c- 
cupy their time. “I thought it 
might be fun,” said Tacler. 

When most of ws think 
about tobacco compares, 
we fend to think bigger 
than Amar Blending. Tarler 
drove a van to pick it up, but 
half a van would have been 
enough. There was some 
tobacco, some flavorings 
and a box of recipes. He 
got a few dozen wholesale 
accounts 
tamer cards. He renamed 


and sore cus- 


the company Cornell & Diehl, using his 
middle name and Patty's maiden name. 
They moved from Pennsylvania te Wlor- 
ganton, N.C. tobe near family and took 
their new tobacco company with them. 

Here's an important detail about Craig 
Tarler: He always carried more ideas and 
more enthusiasm than typically fits inte 
one human mind. He may at frst have 
thought hed just be dabbling in tobacco 
blending to fill some idle hours of retine- 
ment, but his enthusiasm would mever 
have let that sufhee. His expertise ti 
public relations took hold, and Cornell & 
Diehl started to thrive. 

ln 195 he started a website and busi- 
ness expanded further, He constantly 
developed new blends. He loved Iunier- 
ous names for the tobaccos and arranging 
humorous artwork for the tins. He and 
Patty became consistent exhibiters at pipe 
shows, and their irrestetible personalities 
wet them friends around the world. Ln 


1999 he started tinning tobaceos for G_L. 
Pease, with whom he later collaborated on 





the Two Friends line of tobaccos. 

ln 2005, CRD moved to larger nan- 
ufacturing facilities to accomodate 
more blends, more stall, more accounts, 
miore shipping—more everything. 

Long before he lett us, Tarler enstired 
that Cornell & Diehl would seamlessly 
and efficiently continue providing for 
the pipe community even when he 
siepped away from the business. Four 
years ago, bis son, Chris, joined C&D. 
With decades of business experience bn 
the restaurant industry, Chris has been 
operating the company with his father 
for years, and Craig's departure, while 
devastating to bis family and all whe 
knew bin, will net affect the quality or 
service for which C&D is known. Also 
comborting, oe of the mast wonderful 
women ever bo grace our corm umily, 
Patty Tarler, is still there. 

Craig Tarlet’s defining characteristic 
throughout his adventures in tobacco 
was to always have fun. And the fun 
he couldnt help having was infectious. 
Everyone whe spoke to 
Tarler came away feel- 
ing better about the 
world. As a tobaeco 
man, Tarler built a com- 
pany and breught ts 
many wondrvus and de- 
licious tabaces experi- 
ences, but the relation- 
ships he built within 
our small community 
were more wonderful 
yet. We'll continue to 
hear his booming laugh 
al our pipe shows, and 
remeber the friend we 
were privileged to have 
known. 
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Colorado treasure 


Englewood’s Edward's Pipe and Tobacco Shop is part tobacco shop, part museum 


There's a shop just outside of Denver, 
in Englewood, Calo. | know it well 
because ve been doing trunk shows 
there once of twice a year for about 11 
years. The shop is always nice, if a bit 
cramped—a true tobaccorist’s shop. 
Pipes, cigars, tons of tinned pipe to- 
baceos, smokers accessories—that's it. 
No statues, glasses, dolls or other stuit 
some shops install te attract (1 guess) 
a different type of clientele. No, this is 
a shop catering to the pipe and cigar 
smoker, and it doesnt try to be any- 
thing else. 

The owner, Bryan Reid, knows an 
awful lot about two things (well, I'm 
sure he knows a let about more than 
two things, but these two are perti- 
nent here]—the history of the west- 
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ern United States and antiques. Reid, 
of his off days, which aren't many as 
he likes to work at the shep, travels 
to many historic towns such as Lead- 
ville, Durange, Trinidad, Glenweoed 
Springs (where Doc Holliday breathed 
his last) and Greeley—anyway, you pet 
the idea. 

The West is different from other 
parts of the country—friendlier, e4- 
pecially in smaller towns and vil- 
lages. Reid would stop in these places 
and hunt up things having to de with 
amoking, such as wall signs, hanging 
glassed-in pipe tacks, smoking stands, 
amokers’ rocking chairs and more— 
mich more. Some of the old mining 
towns he went inte used to have popu - 
lations of as many as 10,0h00 to 15,000 
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folks but are now down to fewer than 
1th). Once the mines played out, so did 
the towns. But the buildings are still 
there, some occupied, others oot And 
some of the old furniture and wall 
decorations are still there as well. Like 
as not, Reid would find a couple of 
things on these trips and they would 
go into Edward's Pipe and Tobacco 
Shop, making it more crowded than 
ever. 

Luckily, Reid owns the building aa 
well as the one next door A couple of 
years ago he decided to expand and 
ao tore out the wall separating the 
ground floor between the two build- 
ings. Edward's Pipe and Tobacce Shap 
now has twice the space. Extensive 
renovations provide even more space 
foc display, and so even more smokers’ 
antiques have found their way inte the 
shop. 

I've been to a few museums in the 
LS. and western Europe. Some are 
large, extensive; others small and. in- 
timate. Edward's Pipe and Tobaceo 
Shop is, in my opinion, a smokers 
museum. Even better, you dont have 
to lay out any cash to visit. And even 
more better, you can buy stuff there. 

The range of goods is rather exten- 
sive: handmade pipes by well-known 
artisan pipemakers, to midline grades, 
to basket pipes; meerschaume large and 
amall; and Edward's Pipe and Tobacco 
Shops own line of briars. Cigars rate 
toc, with all the top-rated brands in 
stock and ready to go. Amd then there 
is co much pipe tobacco—tins galore. 

There are a lot of artisans in the 
western U.S. [ guess much of this 
has to do with the fact that folks 
whe settled in this part of the coun- 
try in the last 150 years had to de for 
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themselves—make their own clothes, 
implements, housing, barns and fene- 
3. This seems to have carried through 
to today. As you pass through these old 
towns, there are lots of handcrafted 
poods for sale, such as furniture, tools 
and clothing (and much of it is from 
reclaimed materials; nothing seems 
to go to waste here). Well, Edward's 
has such an artisan maker on call—a 
cabinetmaker, Lee, who has made some 
fantastic pipe racks for customers. 
Then there are the other fine folks 
who work behind the counter. Theres 


Tom, a very sweet man whe hides 
behind a sardonic grin and is the mas- 
ter of pipes. Amy knows more about 
Cigars than many (and maybe mest) 
cigar company representatives. A 
most helpful man, Dave, isa jack of all 
trades. 

As I've done about 14 shows at Ed- 
ward's, ve watched how this four- 
person crew works and how they imdi- 
Vidually really cater to their clientele. 
These folks and a smokers’ museum: 
how can any customer be Jess than 


thrilled? |'! 





After I received a letter from Mr. Ohwen 
ERenknight of Northfield, Minn, touch- 
ing on several subjects related to his pref- 
erence for Burley, I decided to check my 
sometioes Faulty memory. In the previ. 
column, | recalled and mentioned Ratiray’s 
blends now containing Burley. From. in- 
formation on the Kehlhase & Kopp web- 
ame [ete olliense-tolhacco. com site inden, 
pliptid=158), the current manufactirers of 
Rattray’: [ was net quite accurate. Brown 
Chinee and Old Gewrie are both said to 
contain Kentucky, which could be Burley, 
or ft could be dark leaf Hal OF the Wynd 
contains fire-cured Kentucky, which would 
definitely be fire-cured dark leaf, not Bur- 
Jey, prepared as | described previcasaly. 
Navigating the site requires some (Ger- 
nian, witless | missed the English portal, 
and my German is net much ged beyond 
musical markings aod German opera byr- 
ics ("He da! He da! He de!” is the same in 
English and German), but the descriptions 
are Clear enough if you navigate Kohlhases 
site. Od Gowrie, is, for instance, “Fine, 
dark Virginia, Rentucky and a touch of Pe- 
fique matured in the press for wp te three 
months, then cut and rubbed cut by land 
Mr Eenk night mentions, in the context of 
Burley versus Wirginias, sweeteners. The 
subject deserves a longer treatment, so in 
a future column | will discuss sweetening 
and flor enhancers. 

In this issue, however, [ weld like to 
discuss collecting. [ collect pipes as well 
as tobacco and fine writing instruments 
{also Known a3 pens). When does one have 
enough? In the realm of money, sxmeone 
once asked |. Paul Getty how much money 
it took to be rich, and he replied, “More> 
This 6 amusing. but pathological. To my 
wife, | have far too many pipes, and my 
daughters assert that opening any drawer 
inmy library will produce popes fin addi- 
tion te the ones on display). This is mot true. 
There is a drawer of paper and a drawer of 
fine writing instruments. To the noted au- 
ther and publisher Gary B. Sckurer (eave. 
seatilepipectub org/content. aspxf nage 
id=22eclub_id=969877emodule_ 
id=I7054) in an article called, apprepri- 
ately, “Pipe Collecting": “We all collect 
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Pipes: [fwe have one pape (surely unthink- 
able!) were a smoker, two pipes a ‘collect- 
ing’ pipe smoker. [ collect calabash pipes. 
They say every collection should have one; 
and [ knew that many of roy fiends and 
acquaintances that are of the pipe are of the 
calabash as well. So why collect this ruther 
arcane and beast of a pipe? ... Its unique- 
nes, its obscurity, its amalgamation of ac 
many different classic pipe materials, but 
most of all, it is the fineness of the snoke> 
Mr Schrier collects for a purpose. The 
main one is quality, always a laudable ob- 
jective. In the interest of full disclosure, | 
have and have gifted calabash pipes. 

|, at some point too late, came across a 
notice from the great British auction house 
Christies for an auction of The Trevor 
Barton Collection of Unusual Smoking 
Pipes (ate ohrisiies conv features’ 2010+ 
daggiest-pipe-dreans-899- Las) Here was 
aman dedicated te pipe collecting. He was 
a member of Acmdenie Diternaiionale de 
fa Pipe and became known to the kecal. 
of Portobello and Bermondsey market a 
“The Pipe Man! “Trevor Barton owned 
what was arguably the finest, nuost wide- 
ranging collection of pipes and smoking 
memorabilia in the world" He amassed 
quite 4 “fantastic collection, reflecting 
over Sh years of passionate pipe collecting. 
Spending much of his life working abrcad, 
Trevor Bartons pipes come from all over 
the world’ We should all have such passion 
to entich our lives, for pipes or otherwise. 

Tam of the opinion that it takes three 
of something to say ane has knowledge 
of ft. In Spanish, there are two verbs for 
knowing: ather and cariocer, The first has 
Latin roots, and is more related to intel- 
lectual knowledge, facts and the like. The 
second has Greek roots (grocis) amd is re- 
lated to personal knowledge. as you Ener 
somemte or know a museum at a differ- 
ent level [ know about all the maior pipe 
carvers, but I do net Know them and their 
work intimately A gress ts needed of their 
work, even if we never nueet, and [ kevrw 
their hearts and minds and hands. | need 
to read three books by an author te keer 
his or her writing. | need te try a restaurant 
at least three times to knew it and have 
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an informed opinion. | went skiing three 
times to be certain that 0 hate i. Similarly, 
I need three pipes from a maker to knew 
his work I] say maker rather than carver, 
because I have nine Kirstens of various 
styles, sizes ard bevwl sizes, and sever Fal- 
cons in various incarnations, and both are 
more machined than carved fin the sense 
wf a traditional briar or meerschaumn|. | 
have 11 Janes Upshalls, not only te knew 
the good Colonel Barnes, but because I like 
then. [have quite a few Ben Wades. [ have 
five Perndewns because my cule of three 
wasnt enough, and an uncounted number 
of Petersoans. As of pet, [have only two very 
nice Boswella and juat one rather wonder- 
ful Trever Talbert {a Ligne Bretagne, bis 
low end te Jess}—neither number quite 
enough. 

This system of knowledge has not at all 
limes worked well for me. A case in point 
started more than HM) years ago. [ bought 
a Jobey Stromboli at the now-pgone Phila- 
delphia Tobacconist Shop on Chestrut 
Street. It was a Canadian, and like the 
whole line, black and roughly carved with 
large, craggy chips taken out The most 
obvious feature of all Stromboli were the 
acrylic bits, all brightly colored, and made 
(1 was informed) from the same material 
as bowling balls. On the Canadian I first 
Purchased, it was pearlized yellow, amd I do 
not like yellow. Cheery bits seem inappra- 
priate to me. One could mot, for instance, 
amoke il wearing a homburg. What weird 
whimsy made oe buy it? 1 discewered it 
was both furly priced and a superlative 
smoker | was so impressed, [ bought one 
for a friend for his birthday, | thought I had 
found the holy grail of mass-market pipes, 
which happened to be a bit anusual in fin- 
ish and lurkdin color | bought another, and 
it was not ao fine as the frst, and then my 
friend bought me one for my birthday, and 
Thought another, then another. I have since 
hougit ahers as estate pipes, in a variety of 
colors. The pipes pictured show collecting 
and gift-giving run amok And, worst ofall, 
pechaps 20 percent of them are excellent 
smnckers; only cae more was superlative. 
My other Stromboli pipes are at least pod, 
however. This was not the noost fruitful use 
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of time, though the financial repercussions 
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Another instance of collecting gone a bit 
haywire was initiated at the Chicago pape 
show some years age. | purchased a beaw- 
tiful Ming Kahuna tamper, this time in a 
marbled blue. Is there a theme here with 
brighth colored objects? That i a collect- 
ing habit of crows ane magpies, | believe. 
However, a6 [was completing the financkal 
end oof the transaction, i was mentioned 
that the tamper was tured fram rod stock 
also used by the Sheaffer Pen (Co. for sonve 
ofits high-end products. [ woukd have been 
better off wath imy Gngers in toy ears, say- 
ing, “LA LA LA LA LA, 1 CAN'T HEAR 
YOU" at this point. However, the damage 
wid done, and being 4 collector of pens, the 
connection between my hobbies was too 
compelling to passup. | then started on my 
quest of finding a matching pen. | searched 
pen stores and the Internet. Unfortunately, 
they were no longer being manufactured. 
Finally, | found a ballpoint NOS (new old 
stock) via eBay, and now have probably 
the only Sheaffer pen/Ming Kalina tam- 
per matched set in the world. Then again, 
there is probably someone in the world 
with a green set. know there is a match- 
ing fountain pen te my set, bot [de not feel 
the burning need to acquire it as 1 did the 
beallpsoiint. 

[ should note at this point that Randy 
. Frost, a professor of paychology al 
Smith College and the auther of Stuyf 
Conpulie Hoarding ami the Jdear- 
ing of Things, wrote (wwworptinices.cornay 
rooaifordetete! 20 L229 hyve called 
stuff wher-collecting-becomes-hoarding): 
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“A passion for collecting is a healthy out- 
let and an activity that keeps peaple amn- 
nected to the work! arcund them. But ti 
can become a deadly enterprise when il 
crosies the line into fexarding” Sa whee 
is it a problem? According to Geralin 
Thomas = (hiitp:metropaliariorganicing. 
cont tian ging-moderd life hoarding 
services! the-three-hallnearks-of-chracce- 
disnrranizetion-larding-dand-callectinig’), 
whe works with the chronically disurga- 
nied, collecting invelves. valuing, orga- 
nizing and displaying, and those whe do 
find joy and contentooent in the conupeainy 
of their treasures. [Indeed I da: in addition, 
| use them and treasure them even more 
when they work well, similarly to Me. 
Schrier. Por example, | have at least nine 
comoshs (a subject for the mext oolurmn), 
which do not best represent the pinnacle 
of artisan-grade effort. But when broken in 
well, cobs deliver a fine smoke. 

lt becomes a problem when it moves 
from collecting to compulsive hoarding, 
which & defined in the fount of all knowl- 
edge, Wikipedia (where did we seek kevowl- 
edge after the Oracle at Delphi and before 
Wikipedia? Humanity must have been basi 
without knowing it) (hitpen.wikiperdia. 
ong iki Conpidsive_rnarding): 


“Compulsive hoarding (or pathological 
collecting) is a pattern of behavior that is 
characterized by the excessive acquisition 
of and inability or unwillingness to discard 
large quantities of objects that would seem- 
ingly qualify as useless o¢ witheat value" 


Clearly, this cannot refer to pipe collect- 


ing, because pipes inherently cannot qual- 
ify as useless or without value. They have 
profound wility in addition te their aes- 
thetic value of design and material. Where 
ele can one find such a perfect marriage 
af fonm and function, of art and usefulness, 
of style and cunciing landecrafi? ft i inter- 
eating that the all-knowing Wiki mentions 
therapeutic interventions, like developing 
deckstonmaking skills. These are devel- 
oped in selecting fine tokacce, Another 
intervention & gaining and pertorming 
relaxation skills, but that is the same thing 
as buying and using a pipe. It also suggests 
group therapy, and [ believe they are re- 
ferring to a pape club. In essence, the best 
therapeutic intervention would seem to be 
to buy another pipe. 

So, my only conclusion is siccilar to Ate. 
Cretty’s, bet cet with regard to an avarice 
vocation. It pertains to the gentle hobby of 
kapnismology. | agree with Mr Schrier 
that you are a perhaps unintentional and 
uoknewing “collecting sneaker" ifyou have 
two pipes, and T continue te think three or 
more sews purpose to know the maker 
personally through bis art. Burt how many 
Pipes does it take to be a true collector? 
More. The compulsive pipe hearder is in 
the same existential category as the yeti and 
Big Feet. 


How many pipes do you have? 
How many should you have? 
Write! A letter cio PeeT of wenden 
pipesandtobaccosmagazine.co rn. 
Next issue: To cob of not to cob and, 
of course, whithersoever the reader- 
shipe listeth. 


ERICA'S 
TOOT a eONNE: 
SELLING PIPE 
OV INCOM VNNED 













(= oO many pipe tobaccos. $o little time. But on every shelf, 
inevery tobacco cellar, one should always find space for the brand 


that popularized aromatic pipe tobacco in America. Often mimicked 





Never duplicated. For your next bow, consider Captain Black. 
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The artin | 
pipemaking 


Hoosier John Crosby takes a 


painterly approach to his work. 


F’ 
=a 


a - 
ae 





jay 


t2 MIRE, AND TORACIS © WTS TER 20M 





































In the workd of pipemaking, ifs an age-old question. Is the act of cary- 
ing briar better suited to wood-tirners and other crafismen who are 
practiced with lathes and drill presses? Or is it the lyrical artist, who 
can fashion on command pages of original and unique drawings 
hatched from some mysterious creative impulse, who lias the advan- 
tage. even if hes all thumbs in turning a bowl on a machine? 

John Crosby, a pipemaker for the past eight years based bn La- 


fayette, lod., aprings fron the artist side of the equation. He's a 





painter of oils and a printmaker whe has had his work exhibited 
in galleries arcund the Midwest; his employer, Purdue University, 
where he works his day job as 4 counselor and instructor, keeps 
some of his work in its permanent collection of art. 

He embarked on pipemaking never having used a lathe before, 
Crosby adinits now. Yet he never felt at a disadvantage versus the 
woodworking wizards whe dominate much of the industry “Ev- 
ery pipe has te be well-crafted, of course? Crosby says in a conver- 
sation on a warm summer day in the garage attached to his hare, 
where he keeps a modest workshop. “But it's the art that separates 
the well-made yet pedestrian pipe from something that is really 
special” 

The 40-year-old Crosby has his heroes and influences— 
he admires the work of luminaries such as Svend Bang, Rainer 
Barbi, Wolfgang Becker and Cornelius Manz—but he 
keeps a workspace that is nertably void of any pho- 

tos of samples of anybody else's work. Theyd 

just get in the way of his campaign to fashion 
his own style. “lve been conscious of want- 
ing to make pipes that didnt look like pipes 
mace by anyberdy else,” he stresses. | 


Crosby grinds a jigsaw blade for 
opening the slot ina mouthpiece. 
(Photo by William ©, Snyder 


PIPES ADD TRAVODOS = WIPER, 2d 





And, in fact, his style has become 
recognizable. Crosby, whe maintains a 
Website af wivncraskynpes.cam while 
selling at select public shows, has be- 
come beat kncwn as a maker of chuob- 


by pipes in such shapes as apples and 
aquashed tomatoes, Many af his cre- 
ations don't stretch much past 5 to 5.5 
inches in length, a size once frowned 
upon in a magninm-mad era. But with 
more and more hobbyists lately forced 
to catch short smokes where they can 
amid an ocean of no-smoking laws, the 
compact Crosby silhouette is catching 
on again. The sort of nose-warmers that 
Crosby likes are back in atyle, though he 
doesn't study such shitting trends very 
seriously. Crosby fearlessly ignores cur- 
rent fashions while building pipes that 
he himself likes to amoke. 

The bias in favor of chubby styles is one 
reason Croaby has never even attempted 
to make a pipe in his namesake shape. The 
long and sleek Crosby pipes favored back 
in the 1950s and ‘els by the entertainer 
Bing Crosby, typically supplied by the 
English maker Merchant Service, are just 
hot john Crosby's cup of tea. Too bad: Not 
many pipemakers share a name with a 
pipe shape. Any Bobby Billiards or Butch 
Bulldogs out there? 

The Crosby career came along by ac- 
cident, a serendipitous encounter with 
a student providing the initial spark. 
Adam Davidesn, today a pipenmaker 
and employee at Smokingpipes.con in 
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South Carolina, grew up near Lafayette 
and was an industrial design major ai 
Purdue a decade ago when he happened 
to pick up a Pederal Express shipment 
of pipe tobacoo on his way to a meet- 
ing with his campus adviser, Crosby, 
to plan his course selections for a new 
semester. Crosby was a cigar smoker ai 
the time, with a dozen sticks displayed 
on the desk in his office. Davidson was 
a pipe lover always on the hunt for new 
converts. 

“Ll walked inte his office with my 
tobacco, and that started a whele con- 
versation with John about pipes versus 
cigars. | told him that he could get more 
enjoyment out of pipes,” Davidson, 
now 31, remembers today. “He was in- 
trigued, and before [ knew it he took my 
advice." 

Crosby ventured dawn to a local 
tobacco shop at the time and bought a 
havinelli Apple at the bargain price of 
$20, then began to troll the Internet in 
search of directions on how to become 
proficient at lighting and tamping. It was 
then that he came across the Pipemak- 
ers Forum site, which mentioned the 
upcoming Chicagoland [oternational 
Pipe and Tobacciana Show, just a twe- 
how: drive away. He attended his frat 
show tn 2003 and was enthralled with 
the work of attendees auch as Michael 
Parks and Peter Heeschen. 

“l hadnt seen so many high-grade 
artisan pipes before? Crosby remem - 





bers. “I kept thinking, this is haw a pipe 
should look. For some reason | was 
taken to the challenge of drawing my 
own pipe design afer a discussion with 
Michael Parks about the connection be- 
tween art and pipemaking” 

In shart order, Crosby ordered a 
dozen pre-drilled pipe kits, with mold- 
ed stems inserted in each block, and 
sought out the counsel of such experts 
as Tyler Beard of the Pipemakers Fo- 
rum. Soon Davidson, both before and 
after bis graduation from Purdue in 
2003, joined in. The two began spend- 
ing their Saturdays together carnped in 
the Crosby garage, working as novices 
on blocks of Italian beta. 

He tried carving by hand at first, but 
Croaby soon had a Jet weed lathe in- 
stalled and, as he gained confidence, Li 
20K15 began making his awn stems. “In 
my shop | learned to shape first, then | 
later focused on drilling and engineer- 
ing and finishing and, finally, making 
stems.” Crosby recalls. “Il was learning 
an my awh, though the Pipemakers Fo- 
rum was critical for me. Its there that 
pipemakers can all get together and talk 
te each other 

He teok his first table at the Chicago 
show in 206 and sold four of the six 
pipes he displayed, the most expensive 
priced at 5250. Feleew pipemakers were 
encouraging. A couple of collectors 
subsequently showed interest by buying 
Up mulliple pieces. 


Crosby's career has made impres- 
dive progress since, though many of 
his efforts have come im fits and starts. 
Between 2007 and 2010, Croaby made 
50) pipes of more each year. His volume 
tailed off te just 20 in ZO01, and he was 
on track this year to make no more than 
that. Throughout, bis pricing hasnt 
changed much, with most rusticated 
shapes selling for $200) to $3iK, blasts 
at $3400 te 2400 and smooths at 5400 to 
S5ih. 

Why the reduced production? 
Crosby has grown restless in the past 
couple of years, in search of a fresh 
breakthrough style that he can call all 
his own. He says he's merely reached 
his pipemaking adolescence, but can't 
quite see clearly the adulthood that 
lies ahead. “This is common for art- 
ists” he explains. “I'm recharging my 
batteries while | look for ways to ac- 
complish new things that haven't been 
tried before” 

In fact, Crosby's work habits are so 
unpredictable its been a blessing he 
hasnt given up his day job at Purdue 
in search of a full-time career in pipes. 
He works a full 4) hours a week at the 
university, then spends tauch of his 
apare time with his wife and twe young 
daughters, both rooting for and eoach- 
ing them through soccer, softball and 
swimming lessons. They in turn have 
indulged him in his private time spent 
in the workshop—usually toiling away 
from 8 p.m. te midnight on most week- 
nights and four hotrs on either a Satur- 
day or Sunday morning. 














A typical Crosby pipe requires 1 
to 20 hours of toil, but the actual carv- 
ing ia 2ometiines apread aver weeks 
of time. “Ll work in amall bursts, with 
three or four hours at a time about my 
limit,” he says. “T'll work on a pipe for 
an how: or two, hit a sticking point and 
go off and drink some coffee and read, 
and then come back and work on an- 
other pipe. That's my way of keeping 
my mind fresh” 

Hes convinced there is an inevitable 
ebb and flow in any pipe’s evolution. 
“You start off thinking 4 pipe’s going te 





be great. Then, as the work progresses, 
f prog 

its only going te be good. And then you 
get so frustrated you wonder why you're 
bothering to stick with it atall Then you 
keep working and the pipe begins to 
look pood and even great to you agains 
Crosby, who usually has four or five 
plpes pole at a time in Various stages 
af production, says. “As a pipemaker, it’s 
possible to get too clase to something. 
Take a break away and come back and 
you say, “(Of course, that’s the solution— 
the shank needs to be wider at some 
point’ And then it all fined. 

Aa a trained artist, Crosby is draw- 
ing pipe shapes all the time, brain- 
storming ideas. But a final product 
tyroically ends up not a facsimile of any 
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single idea but usually an amalgam of 
several concepts. That's just fine with 
Crosbky, who has learned ta make ad- 
justments on the fly as he works. Up 
until 2008, he always drilled his blocks 
of briar first, then shaped around the 
holes. But in recent years he has shaped 
frat and drilled later on. 

Save Crosby: “For total artiatic free- 
dom, you meed to drill later on. [ve 
learned that you may get inte carving 
and decide you want to give extra curve 
to the bottom of your bowl, but you 
cant do that because you'll get too clase 
to a hole you've already drilled. | don't 
like te set Limits on coysell like that” 

His workshop is mot littered with 
a lot of fancy machinery. A typical 
Crosby pipe is first shaped on an angle 
gtinder with sand discs, then a French 
wheel with finer sandpaper, working in 
progression from 36 grit to 220 grit on 
the French wheel. Somewhere during 
this time the hole is drilled and plenty 
of hand sanding follows, Chisels are 
rarely emploved. At aame point Crosby 
inakes a decision between smooth of 
blast, with the latter performed in a 
blasting cabinet in an industrial design 
studio on the nearby Purdue campus. 

Crosby is a harsh judge at this point 
in the creative process. “I dan't like dis- 





tracting sand pits at all im my smooths 
he save. “The decision an smooth ver- 
sie blast is based almost entirely on the 
quality of the grain. [fl have a cheice 
between Hinishing with an OR smooth 
of a stellar blast, [go tor the blast.” 

He has firm ideas on decorations at- 
tached te pipes. He has put silver rings 
ona few ofhis pieces. Hes also used in- 
lava made ofboxwood and marblewood 
and black palm wood. But he employs 
such embellishments with restraint. 
“Fut on tod much accent and it’s like 
a joke with more than one punch line? 
Crosby says. “lt gets chasatic and con- 
Fusing. | am a leas-is-more kind of guy, 
favoring subtle design characteristics” 

At the same time, he's mot afraid to 
push boundaries. Tears age Crosby was 
shing when a critic suggested his paktt- 
ings were very good, but “too safe> 
Crosby realized the criticism was valid. 
He then teok a finished print and sliced 
it inte fur strips and patched them 
back together in a modernist collage. 
The result was thrilling. Friends and 
colleagues congratulated him on his 
uicenventional torn. He new hopes to 
accomplish a flourish just as distinetive 
in his pipemaking. 

First, however, Crosby ought to 
improve his marketing skills. He gets 


roughly 40 percent of his sales off his 
website and another 40 percent fromm 
shows he attends auch as Chicage, 
Richmond aod Columbus. 

His lone retail outlet currently is 
Nick Millers Quality Briar website 
based in Worcester, 4lass. Miller start- 
ed as a Crosby customer, then later 
added him to his stable of pipemakers 
that mow exceeds 50 names. “What's 
struck me about Jolin from the start 
are both his shaping and prices,” says 
Miller, who acquired a seven-day set 
from Crosby years age that he later 
sold. “His shaping aesthetic isnt exact- 
ly Danish, and its not really German 
either. Its something that is all his. As 
for his prices, an artisan pipe for less 
than $500 is a nice range to be inc 

Miller recently seld a squattish 
Dublin blast of Crosby's on his website 
for $350 and had a Rhodesian smooth 
with a slightly bent stem advertised 
far $475. "Om a seale of one to 10 asa 
pipemaker, | put John at around 7.5 of 
4. He's really solid” Miller says. “I only 
wish that [ could get more pipes from 
him. There is enough demand for them 
that f could sell more if T bad them." 

Crosby is in no hurry at the mo- 
ment, however. He is a smoker lack- 
ing in pretension—owning just 4 half- 
dozen pipes himself, incliding an 
Adam Davidson rusticated pot and a 
Tyler Beard cutty. His favored tobacco 
is typleally Virginia blends sourced 
from McClelland Tobacco Co. He 
amokes just three or four bowls a week, 
often in his workshop while wait- 
ing for stain to dry. He works in the 
garage through the Indiana winters, 
with a single kerosene apace heater for 
warmth. 

Davidson still catches up with 
Crosby when he visits family in the 
area. Years ago, he recalls, “] was 
scared to stand next to John when he 
was working at the lathe. | was not 
sure he knew what he was doing,” Da- 
vidson says. Since then hes gained an 
appreciation for the lean Crosby style, 
which often features slightly curved 
stems that Davidson calls “underbent, 
though comfortable in the mouth. 
Davidson hangs a couple of Crosby's 
paintings at home, toc. 

“Johns art is really cool’ Davidson 
concludes. To growing numbers of 
fans, his pipes are cool, tow. | 





It all began 


with Peterson 


Peterson sparks a collector's passion for pipes 


Por more than three decades, | have closely exarn- 
ined, bought, traded and sold thousands of pipes, 
read hundreds of pipe-related stories, written dioz- 
eng of articles for pipe journals, given numerous 
speeches at pipe club banquets and written books 
that are bestsellers in the pipe world and have been 
translated into other languages, including German 
and (Chinese. And it all started with Peterson. 

This is because my Grst great-ameking pipe 
was a Peterson Shamrock that | bought in 1978. It 
Was Hot my first pipe, but it was toy first pipe that 
amoked almost magically, like nothing I had expe- 
fienced before, and it spurred me on te try many 
great Petersons over the years, which in turn led to 
my Unrepentant passion for pipes over the course of 
a lifetime. 


Pade couety af rion dayne an 


A new Peterson 
Mark Twain 
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‘That first pipe was a semall-bowled bil- 
lard, like a Dunhill Group 2 im size, wath 
a tapered mouthpiece and a normal baut- 
ton, by which I mean it was mot a P-lip. | 

lowed that pipe and smoked it and smoked 

it, and [ watched the orange-brown stain 
gradually tum avery dark brown. 

The nomenclature has been pretty 
much buffed of. In the old days, | never 
paid attention to markings, and every few 
years I would drop off the pipe at a local 
tobacconist—a variety of ditferent anes— 
for a reami-arid-clean, and somehow much 
of the writing has disappeared. [ remember 
itwas a Shamrock, and | can read the let- 

ters “SHAME” on one side, and the word 
“PRODUCT on the other side, with the 
word “ENGLAND under that. This tells 
me that it was a Sharoreck, and if the letter- 

ing had oot been butted off, it would read “A 

PETERSON PRODUCT? and, under that 

line, the words “MADE IN ENGLAND 

The point is that for a neice pipe smoker, 
Peterson brought my enjoyment of the pipe to 
anew level, and T will always be grateful for that. 
My next Peterson was a aystern pipe, and | 
loved that one too. [remember amoking it at Holt’s 

Cigar Co. in Philadelphia, talking to a white-haired 

tobacconist and complaining that something was stuck 
in the bowl and Id have to wait until the pipe cooled 

down before | could take it apart. 

“Why” he asked, 

“Because I don't want to crack the shank, | said. “Pve 
already done that once before. It was with the second 
pipe | ever bought. 





Centenary Gom Paul with a tin of Arcadia Mixture 


“Here, let me have your pipe. said 
the elderly man. 

[handed it to him with some trepi- 
dation; Td gotten the pipe going full 
blast and smoke was still curling out of 
the top. 

“With a ailver-banded military 
mownt like this pipe has,” he said, as 
he pointed to the silver band, “it is mo 
problem te take the pipe apart while it 
is still burning.” and he proceeded to 
do just that | was shocked and scared, 
thinking he just broke my pipe. 

But after he ran a cleaner through 
the pipe, | looked inside the wood of the 
shank to make sure that nothing was 
cracked, and sure enough, it was fine. 
“Wow, this is amazing, | said. 


Atane of the first Chicago pipe shows 
in the mid-1990s, 1 found another Pe- 
terson billiard with a tapered stem, only 
this one had a P-lip. The bow! was big- 
get than my beloved Sharrock, maybe 
a Group 5, and it had a meerschaum 
lining. The meerschaum had turned a 
dark brown color and was pretty nasty- 
looking. The pipe was a pre-Republic 
specimen, with clear stamping: “Made 
int Trelard 

[ was with the Danish pipemaker 
Jess Chonowiltsch, whe knows as much 
about pipemaking as anyone [ have 
ever met. | asked Jess if he thought the 


walls were thick enough to handle it if 
[had the meerschaum lining removed. 
He studied the pipe for a while and 
said, ln a Danish accent, “Yes, they are 
thick enough, and you will have no 
problem. In fact, it will be like smoking 
a few pipe because tobacco has never 
touched the wood inside the bewl. | 
have never heard of this, but it's pretty 
clever. [ have never understood why 
you Americans like used pipes, but this 
will be different” 

So [ bought the pipe and sent it to the 
late Jim Benjamin for refurbishing. He 
told me that no one had ever asked him 
to remove a meerschaunn lining before, 
and it took him a while te figure out the 
best way te cut it out. He then cleaned 
the shank and mouthpiece and sent me 
the pipe. 

Since no one had ever sroked to- 
bacce in the wood, tt was alewost as if it 
were 4 brand-new pipe. ] was very curi- 
ous to see if it smoked like a new pipe at 
one that had been broken in over time. 

The result was astounding. lt smoked 
like a well-used pipe that had been bro- 
ken in completely over the years, yet ! 
could see raw wood inside the bewl 
Whee | loaded it with tobaceo. I asked 
less if he knew why, and he said it was 
probably because of the heat inside the 
bowl, but he did not know for sure and 
was only speculating. 


‘That is a great test. | have since looked 
for more old, meerschaum-lined, Peter- 
aon “Made in Tread” pipes but have yet 
te find another one. 

When | visited the Peterson factory 
in 1998, | spent time with the affable 
Tony Whalen, who started working at 
Peterson in 1452. Tony was the bow! 
department manager at the time | met 
with hin. [wanted to know more about 
the dating guide for Petersons, and spe- 
cifically when Peterson started using the 
nomenclature “Made in the Republic of 
Ireland? Tony said 194%. 

Subsequently | attended pipe shew 
with confidence that any Peterson pipe 
1 found that said “Made in Ireland" was 
tiade betore that year. So pou can imnag- 
ine my excitement when | found two 
beautifully grained Qaim Paul pipes that 
sald “Made in Ireland? They looked al- 
most new! | could not believe my find! 
Century-old, of half-century old, pipes 
that looked like they came out of the 
factory last week. 

But later | showed these pipes to my 
friend, Rich Esserman, who confirmed 
what | secretly feared: There is no way 
these new-looking pipes were made a 
hundred years ago. “Maybe they were 
commencrative pipess Rich said. 

I researched it, and. sure enough, 
Rich was correct. a 
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Batters bye Meni lever 


An unrestored system 308 


In the early 1990s Peterson came out 
with the Peterson Commemorative Pat- 
ent System Pipe (1890-1990) Limited 
Edition No. 12393. One of my pipes was 
made in 1990 and the other in 1994. 

[ have beem smoking these pipes 
for many years, and they smoke like a 
dream. They are fantastic, and 1 have 
been told that they have become dith- 
cult te find since Peterson only made a 
limited number. 

[love the Mark Twain pipes, where 
part of the tenon is visible as it goes ints 
the shank. | have acquired four of therm, 
and they are all worth raving about. The 
first is a large baw] that looks very much 


si 


like the ones that Mark Twain actually 
smoked. It was made in the 1920s. The 


second one [ acquired was made im the 
Lo30s and was unamoked when | bought 
itin the mid-"9ds. This is a much smaller 
pipe, with a bowl size that could be de- 
scribed as tiny. But the light brown stain 
has colored beautifully, Both of these 
pipes, which are stamped “Made im Lre- 
land,” are absolutely first-rate smokers. 
There are two other Mark Twain 
pipes in my collection, and [ can't say 
enough good things abowt them. They 
both smoke beautifully and are gor- 
pecs te look at. One was made in 1962 
and is a rusticated bowl with a black 
stain and red underepating, which is 





visible and quite stunning when held 
oder a bright light. The mast recent 
of my Alack Twain pipes was acquired 
when I visited the Peterson store on 
Crafton Street in 2012, only a few weeks 
before the store was to be maved to Lrg- 
er quarters. [t is a amooth bowl with a 
special sort of lacquer to give the surtace 
an incredible shine. 

T know, | know—varnish is supposed 
te clog the pores of the wood and cause 
the pipe to be a lousy smoker. But that 
has not been my expertence with this 
pipe. It is absolutely stunning to look at, 
and it ié a wonderful amoker. The bow! 
is good-sized [about a Dunhill Group 
5), and | just love this pipe. 
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Part of what appeals to me is the 
élegance of the shape. It is a standard 
Mark Twain, which | would call a bent 
billiard, and Peterson has perfected 
this shape above all others. In my opin- 
ion, no other factory makes a more 
beautiful classically shaped bent pipe 
than Peterson. 

ln 2004 visited my hometown 
of Chicago for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Por history buifs, it was Abra- 
ham Lincoln who declared that the last 
Thursday of each November would be 
a national holiday in America, and | 
always asiociate Thanksgiving with my 
childhood in Iinois, known as “the 
land of Lincoln” Aly parents were in 
their As, about to go into a nursing 
home, and my wife and I were looking 
forward to spending time with them. 

On the Wednesday before Thanks- 
hiving, we went downtown so [ could 
shop at Iwan Ries, one of the finest pipe 
stores in the world. The owner, Chuck 
Levi, was there and a6 friendly as ever. 

[ asked Chuck if he had any- 
thing special that I might like. “Well, 
[ remember that you wrote about 
Peterson pipes in your book,” he sald, 
referring to in Search of Pipe Dress. 
“Yes, [| do have something. We just 
found it im the back storage area— 
a Peterson Year 2000 Limited Edi- 
tion Collection set, which includes an 
engraved pipe atand— 

“Td love to see itl T said. 

The beautiful wooden stand, 
which holds two pipes, was a small- 
er version of the engraved Peterson 
stand for the seven-day Sherlock 
Holmes set, which | already had at 
home displayed in my den. 

The pipes were startlingly beautiful. 
There was a bent pipe with a silver apig- 
ot and a flat top that was slightly beveled 
on the outside circle. Then there was a 
straight apple with a silver cap and a 
silver band. The birds-eye on both was 
Stunning! - 


At top, the Peterson Limited Edition 
2000 set with stand (photo courtesy of 
Angela Fortune}. A Mark Twain 158 from 
the 1920s is at center, and below that, 
a Mark Twain 278 from the 1930s [fram 
a Peterson catalog courtesy of Premel 
Chhedal. 
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Pre-Republic Shamrock $BC, the chubbiest standard production billiard KEP has ever made 





[bought the pipes and the stand on 
the spot, and that night I gave the pack- 
age to my wife, who promptly hid it 
from me. A few weeks later, on Chirist- 
iat morning, my most valuable present 
Was a gift-wrapped box containing this 
millennium treasure. 
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[ hope at the next millennium ain- 
other pipe smoker will be able to enjoy 
a similar present. Given the quality of 
Peterson pipes, and the company's rich 
history and current marketplace auc- 
cess, there is a good chance that will be 
the case. |b. | 


‘This article is an excerpt from the book 
Ke-P: Kapp & Peterson and she Peter- 
sont Pipe (a forthcoming, Peterson Co. 
authorized book published by Briar 
Books Press, 2015), by Gary Malm- 
bergand Mark Irwin, which will be the 
first baok to celebrate the 150 years of 
Peterson pipes and their enthusiasts, 
Offering an encyclopedic and pro- 
fusely dlustrated look at the companys 
lowe history as well as a detailed guide 
to pipe shapes and dating. It is bey ce- 
sign a collaborative project, and we 
hope to incorporate the expenences 
and appreciations of as many Petersats 
aficlonados workiwide aa posalble. 
‘This is a Peterson book for Peterson 
lovers, and the authors want to hear 
from those fans about the kinds of 
things they want to see in sucha book. 
lf you of someone you know leas p- 
tentially important historical imfeer- 
maton, digital photographs of rare 
pipes, ephemera, expertise as a col- 
lector of any of the pipe Lines, shapres. 
OF spectal isswes, or just entertaining 
anecdotes, please contact Mark Irwin, 


petem@afinentess ong. 







Bonfigliali Christmas pipe 
The 2012 Christmas pipe by Alberto Banfigliall 
isa chubby straight shape with square shank and 
a sterling silver band. Bonfiglioli makes approxi- 
mately 25 Christrnas pipes every year. 

To order an Alberto Bonfiglioli pipe, contact 
him at his website at www bornfigliollit. 


Stokkebye 4th 
Generation pipe 
tobaccos 44 
Erik Stokkebye has GIMERATION 
Tunched 4th ren- 
eration pipe tobac- 
cod, available in 1O0- 
gram and 3.5-ounce 
tins. The new pipe 
fobaceo series com- 
sists of four blends: 
1957, 1991, Leer 
and 1855. The 
blends are named 
after the birth years 
of Erik Stokkebye, 
his father, Peter, 
grandfather Erik 
Paul and great-grandfather Erik Peter, respectively, the 
four generations each had a great impact on the family 
heritage tn the thacco business. The bends consist of tw 
mild and aromatic mixtures, ove Navy Plake and an all- 
mature, stout Virginia bend. 

The 4th Generation pipe tobaccos are available at 
tobacco shops everywhere. Locate the nearest 4th 
Generation dealer by contacting Phillips & King 
International at S(WhS32.4427. 


300 Years of Tobacco Stoppers 


Shortly after tobaces was introduced te Europe in the loth century, tobacco stoppers were 
invented. However, very little has been published about tobacco stoppers, until now. 
Incurable collector Alastair Leslie has self-published 300 Years of Tobaceo Stoppers: Fine 
Works of Art tn Jdiniateore. In 308 pages, Leslie collects research by scholars and collectors 
to create the first book on tobacco stoppers. The book comtains more than 400 color photos 


depicting more than S00 tobacco stoppers. 


Limited to 420 numbered copies, 3) Teers of Tobacco Stoppers may be ordered by contact- 
ing Leslie at Seasyde, Errol, Perthshire, PH27TA, United Kingdom; phone: +44 01821 642 Sik 
fax: +44 01821 642 883; email: alistrirlestie@tinterinelcom. 
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SHRLETES 
Fie Leal her Cned ¢ 


Columbus leather goods. 
The Columbus brand is a comprehensive line of quality leath- 
er smoking accessories, including a wide selection of cigar 
cases, travel humidors and ashtrays and a wide selection of 
accessories for the pipe smoker. All Columbus products are 
made in India of top-quality materials. Each item comes in a 
distinctive gift box. 

Inquire about Columbus leather goods and other fine 
products by contacting Brigham U.S.A. at MO0.e6tiiets; 
email: sales@ brighan 1 906.cati. 








A great new pipe book 


Rick Newcombe's Still Searching for Pipe Dreams 


Rick Newcombe, author of In Search of 
Pipe Dreams, now has a second book 
out, SHN Searching for Pipe Drees. 
PeT asked Newcombe to comment. 


Who are pou and what are your quali- 
fications for writing about pipest 


I love to write, and I love pipes— 
collecting them, amoking them, re- 
furbishing them and a hundred other 
activities associated with pipes. | start- 
ed smoking a pipe 35 years ago as a 
way to quit cigarettes, and that was one 
of the best decisions of my life. Frank 
Burla, whe founded the internationally 
famous Chicago pipe show, recently 
sent me a letter saying that | had be- 
come a legend in the hobby. | think In 
too young to be a legend, but it was a 
hice compliment. 

As for whe lam, ... | was born in 
Chicago in 1950, studied at George- 
town and at the University of Chicago, 
with interests in history, politics, jour- 
nalism and business. | have been an 
advertising copywriter for Leo Bur- 
nett, a reporter and editor for UPI, 
general manager of the Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate, president of Rupert 
Murdochs News America Syndicate 
and an entrepreneur—the founder of 
Creators (wwiecredlors.com), which is 
a worldwide media company based in 
Southern California. We were in Los 
Angeles for 25 years, but the business 
tax forced Us to meve in 2012 to Her- 
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mosa Beach, which was a good thing 
because we bought our own building. 
Creators is a family business, and my 
son Jack, aged 30, runs the company 
as president. 


What do you hope to accomplish for 
the hobby with these books? 


The hobby keeps changing, and Tn 
always amazed at the exciting new de- 
velopments. What is important for me 
is to tell you what | like and to encour- 
age you to tell me what you like. It is 
important that I have fun with my pipe 
collecting and pipe friendships, and | 
try to Communicate my enthusiasm for 
the hobby with my books. 


What are the best things about being 
a pipe smoker? 


Without a doubt the best aspect of pipe 
smoking is creating a Zen-like state of 
mind. In one of the chapters, I inter- 
viewed a bunch of experienced pipe 
amokers, asking them about their fa- 
vorite time of day to enjoy a pipe, and 
their answers were all over the map. 
But what they had in common was that 
each one of Chem said they turn to their 
pipes for relaxation and meditation. 


in Search of Pipe Drewns and Still 
Searching for Pipe Drewes are two 
very different books. How did the 
second come about? 


The content is different, but the format 
is similar in that | reprint speeches and 
articles that [ have written over the 
years, though mere than a third of Sell 
Searching for Pipe Dreads consists of 
new material. | always wanted a small- 
er book—more sleek, a faster read and 
easy to carry around, which the second 
ane is. In addition, the digital revolu- 
tien has changed book publishing for- 
ever, with e-books poised te outsell all 
other books. Both of mine are available 
on Kindle, Nook, iPad and all the other 
forms of electronic book tablets. Origi- 
nally my second book was poling to be 
an e-book only, but at the last minute | 
decided to de a limited print run, and 
that will be sold out soon. It mot sure 
if 1 will ge back to press or just stick 
with the e-books. sis for content, | have 
no shortage of opinions in both books, 
but laveid dogma like the plague. 


Did you find when you finished In 
Search of Pipe Dreams that you still 
had iniuch to explore? 


Absolutely—because I love everything 
about pipes and the pipe wereld. [ arm 
in awe of great pipemakers. [ love read- 
ing books and articles about pipes, 
even if I don't always agree with the 
writers. [ love studying the histery of 
various pipe brands. | love experiment- 
ing with ways to make old pipes look 
and smoke like sew. Most ienportant 
these days, | love making friends in the 


pipe community. Pipe friendships are 
like no others because we share a pas- 
dion for something that is unfathom- 
able te nearly everyone else. 


How would you characterize the feo 
books? The first seems to go inte spe- 
cific pipe brands while the second 
seems to look at the pipe commu- 
hity and the fun of pipe smoking in 
amore detailed manner. Does that 
seem correct Lo yout 


Yes, that is a geod surn- 
mary. In both cases | place 
a premium on writing in 
a conversational style—so 
that the reader feels as if he 
knows me—as if we are chat- 
ting over coffee and a pipe. I 
also try to make sure that the 
books are compelling read- 
ing. [ lowe it when [ get fan 
mail saying, “[ couldn't put 
it down, of words te that 
effect. A pipe smoker frei 
Sweden sent me a note re- 
cently saving that my new 
book kept him enthralled 
during a long flight to Asia, 
and that was the ultimate 
compliment. 


The tithe, Still Searching ..., 
seems to indicate a continu- 
ing and perhaps unending 
exploration of pipes, almost 
as a philosophy of life. 


Yes, pipes held an end- 
less Fascination for me. My 
philosophy is to be happy and 
enjoy every day, which for 
me requires living a balanced life. That 
means a life filled with love, creativity, 
good health, intellectual curiosity and ... 
pipes. | wrote a chapter called Balance, 
which explains this in some detail. 


In his epilogue, Tad Gage describes 
Still Searching as a “quietly rebellious 
book.” Do you think that’s accurate? 


It is accurate. In fact, the first chapter 
is called A Quiet Revolution. Through- 
out the book I explain the difference 
between the pipe smoker of today ver- 
sus the pipe amoker of a half century 
ago. Then, many pipe smokers were 


conformists. Today, te be a pipe smoker, 
you must be a rebel to some extent. It is 
not the purpose of pipe smoking, but it 
is a requirement today because it takes 
so much effort and auch a thick skin to 
put up with all the reatrictions and oon- 
demnations that society gives us. 


What are the most valuable thoughts 
readers may take with them after 
reading Sill Searching? 


STILL SEARCHING 
FOR PIPE DREAMS 


by Rick Newcombe 
Epilogue by Tad Gage 





The book weaves in a surprising 
number of facts about pipes, but my 
primary purpose is to provide an in- 
teresting read—something that you 
want to keep reading. Just last week | 
received a fan mail note in which the 
weiter praised it greatly and then la- 
mented that the book had come to 
an end. “I want mere” he said, and 
that told me thar [ had accomplished 
my geal, at least with him. I believe 
that moderate pipe smoking, without 
inhaling, actually promotes good health 
because of its stress-reducing benelits, 
especially compared with the danger- 
ous tranquilizers that are dispensed so 


freely these days. That ia an important 
message of the book, as is the fact that 
we pipe smokers have discovered a se- 
cret treasure thal is unknown to the 
rest of the world. 


What are you excited about exploring 
in the future? 


Everything, as long as it is related to 
pipes. | am currently recording Sail 
Searching for Pipe Dreams as an audio 
book, which will be the first 
pipe-related audio book ever 
recorded, and it will be sold 
through iTunes. Sly sen is in- 
terviewing me at the end of 
each chapter, and [ am coen- 
menting on various parts of 
the book. This will provide an 
addition for the audic book— 
a fair amount of totally new 
material. Onee we finish, we 
plan on doing the same with 
in Search af Pipe Drewes. 

Lam amazed at the number 
of talented new pipemakers 
and fantastic new blends of 
tobaceo, so Ll see the future aa 
very exciting. It is never easy 
for me to sell or trade one of 
my pipes, but [ sometimes 
do so because [ want te try 
new pipes, and | dant want 
to wind up with thousands of 
pipes. When the pipemaker 
Per Hansen amd [ bad din- 
ner in Santa Monica after he 
had seen my collection, he 
asked, “How many pipes do 
you have?” and [ told hits 
400." have four? he said, and 
we both laughed. OF course 
he can always make more—l wish | 
could! But this reminded me that the 
most important thing is to enjoy and 
appreciate what we have. 


Rick Newcombes book can be 
purchased at: 

He SPCR S Pa es. ceed 

Wit suniterbonks, con 

or by sending a check for $27.98 
made payable to Sumner Books to: 
Sumner Books 

737 Third 54. 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 


BY TABOGAGE AND JOE HARB 


Trial by FIRE 


We're taking a close look at Corneil 
& Diehis tobacco series honoring 
grouddbreaking = African-American 
netibers of the militery It also gives as 
te chatrice fo review First Responders. 
Originally named Tribute, this blend 
wits created by Greg Pease for OD as 
a iribate to those whe responded to the 
Seplember [1 crisis atrial fo reise fustes 
for the families of Septenther Ii vic- 
tines. It faz been recently retssieed as 
First Responders, Were also pleased 
fo have dn opporfuiily toe review 
Croaked Lang, a new blend created by 
Mark Stewart, Craig Tarler and Cares 
Tatler, whe has aesunted leadership af 
fhe company following the passing af 
hits father this past September. 

Ins aise a pleasure to help celebrate 
MeClelland Tobaceo Cay 35th anat- 
versary by reviewrng its newes! bleriads, 
Virgittn-based Stave-Aged 35 and 
FrogMortons Cellar, Both mixtures 


Es ee 
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feature a rare 23.6 percent sugar con- 
tent orange Virginia leaf and a umlgque 
incorporation of barrel staves cat fromm 
charred ogk barrels wsed to age fine 
wiiskeys. A T-inch chietk of slave ts 
indluded fd each tn—all-American 
Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey for Stave- 
Aged 35 and whiskey of undisclosed 
origin for PMS Cellar. 

“The concept! of tifusing the flaver 
of spirits fife pipe tobacco bets beer 
something Mary (MeNiel) and J have 
dwelled on for a good decade sryps 
MeCtellands Mike MeNiel. “Expert- 
ence hes proven fo us thet directly ap- 
piying ever fhe best spirits to pipe fo- 
bacco doesn't teipart reach flaver avd 
takes the mixture taste harsher. There 
dre riany artificial spirit flavars used 
in dromatic Blends, arial we certainly 
didn't want fo go that route.” 

McNiel int sure exactly when the 
inspiration struck to experiment with 
boore-infised 
charred casks 
ised fe age fie 
whiskeys, bral 
once tt did, Me- 
Cleila nid sel 
about buying 
few casks for ex- 
perimeniation. 
These casks, 
which have Peer 
Wied for aging 
whiskey for at 
least efght years, 
share dad ab- 
sorb a significant! 
arto of otis 


anal = aroaadics 
front the Nquor, 
which is ther 


released through slow evaporator. 
Tobacco readily absorbs airborne (Ta- 
vars dnd aromas, whieh is why they so 
readily “marry” flavers when blended. 

If becatie immediately apparent that 
when d batch of tobacco was exposed 
fod cof while o#k Barrel stave, if ab- 
sorbed the essential offs and Mawes 
aged trfo the wood witheat prasking 
the fobdcco sugars did incredsing heal 
asda direct application af apirits. The 
wood and charred barre! tatertor aise 
gave off flavor 

“Before aging whiskey da charred 
atk barrels, you basically have whrte 
lightning. Thats trae, ever if its a very 
high quality liquor iniade fram the flr- 
est dtgredignts,” motes McNrtel. “Its te 
long-fernt exposure fo the char and 
wid fat gives whiskey a fot af its 
character, complexity dnd color, Wier 
we started cutting up these staves, the 
arentd de the factory wits incredible, 
aivtost heady Bat once cut, all that 
essence ewapordies rapidly, sa we hand 
fo develop d process for quickly getting 
these chunks info the tins aed seul- 
ing thent so the tobacco would absorl 
these casences. It oly hanes a few darys 
in the ttn for the tobacco to be trifused 
with fhe faves.” 

That was a daunting challenge, es- 
plained McNiel, bat eqaally daunting 
its combddtng fobacces thet comple- 
rented the whiskers flavar, That 
quest! required nranths of experintenta- 
front avid icety disappoeditmerdts. “We 
fried @ left of very good tobaccos and 
Bier combiruttioss thar jist didr't 
work with the staves,” expliadis feel. 
“Wher we acquired sonte excepliariat 
figh-sugar Virgietiea, we knew we fae 
fhe right vehicle to complete the proy- 
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visit us online at 
pipesandtobaccosmagazine.com/store 


ect” He adds that each bourbor-aged 
barre! pields about 1,350 chunks and 
somte waste. Because ihe slaves are 
curved, cutting to rtdniedze loss 3 a 
challenge. 

Allow mie a couple of final notes. J 
believe sorte folks will say these tobac- 
cos dre cased—ihey are nol While the 
shaves take ap a little space, they dor 
count foward the total weight, sa a 50- 
gram fin, for exancple, contains a fill 
50 grams of tolvtcco, Ania despite the 
prominent flavor of the whiskey, wry 
expericnce was thal no ghosting oc- 
curred. My best rationale for this ts the 
infusion that Lrkes place cs of airborne 
volatile offs aend creates primarily an 
olfactory experience. A direct applica- 
front of a liquid to the tobacco wold 
fend to leave behind tangible sub- 
sitrnce during the combustion process. 
—Tad Gage 


C&D Crooked Lane 

(race: From the delicious Orlental- 
laden sweet-sour tin aroma to the 
fich blacks and tans of this medium 
ribbon mixture, this new offering 
from C&D leaves no question of its 
commitment to being a classic Eng- 
lish blend. Crooked Lane is a bal- 
anced mixture of Oriental, Virginia 
and Latakia, with a hint of Perique 
and perhaps a pinch of toasted black 
Cavendish. Indeed, on lighting up, 
that balance comes through, with a 
pronounced flavor of what | suspect is 
Greek Basma accented by the Latakia. 
The Virginia leaf is met particularly 
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sweet, quietly supperting the Orien- 
tal tobacco. The Latakia plays a more 
condimental role in this blend, doing 
more ta lend a coolness and subtle 
richness rather than any pronounced 
simokiness, Likewise, the Perique 
provides just an wodercurrent of 
spice. Crooked Lane is exceptionally 
consistent from start to finish, never 
straying from the Oriental-Virginia 
profile. There is a slight, almost dusty 
aftertaste found in many Oriental- 
forward mixtures. Por those who en- 
joy an interesting yet straightforward 
medium English mixture, this teat 
effort from Cornell & Diehl is deti- 
nitely worth a try. 


Hage: Described on the label as a full 
English blend, Crooked Lane has a 
tin aroma that suggests only a light 
touch of Latakia. But at first light, a 
stout, rich Maver with lots of depth is 
produced, with the Virginias and Ori- 
entals subduing the simekiness of the 
Latakia, and the Perique providing 
abit more body than | expected. By 
mid-bowl the Latakia emerged and 
contributed mare te the Maver, but it 
was oot at the level I would classify 
as a full English blend. I found the 
coarse cut of the tebaccos better for 
medium to large bowl sizes. The cut 
helped produce a cool and slow burn 
to the blend, the Virginias added sub- 
tle sweetness and the Orientals add- 
ed a nice pungency. Crooked Lane 
burned dry and left a soft gray ash. 
Overall, this is a very nice English! 
Balkan = blend 
that can be en- 
joyed any time 


ofthe day. 

C&D First 
The New York Pipe Club's Responders 
collection of pipe tobaceos GaGE: First 
reflects the histarice and Responders 
vibrant character of our City. is once again 
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CREATED FORTHE MEM WORK FIRE CLUE, 
AND EXCLUSIVELY DISTRIBUTED 
BY HEARTH & HOME PIPE TORACIODS, 
HD PIPESAMDACRG ARS OC 
WW PIPES AHDKC GAR SOD 
1445 CENTRAL AVENUE, 
ALBANY, MEW WORE Laas 
PHOHE: Laddeta-plag 





available—back 
by popular de- 
inand. A variety 
of Virginias plus 
toasted Caven- 
dish and Perique 
range from fine 
ribbon cut to 
bold chunks of 
leaf, making for 


an exciting visual feast with a lightly 
aweet and mushroon-like tin aroma. 
Part of the interest of this blend is the 
variety of cuts, and after numerous 
experiments, | strangly recommend 
not picking apart any of the chunks. 
They add greatly to the overall inter- 
est. The relatively dey mixture lights 
easily, with an explosion of rich fla- 
vor and loads of smoke volume. The 
Virginias are more earthy than sug- 
ary aweet, and indeed hop from one 
flavor to another when your fire lays 
into one of these hefty chunks, For a 
serious Virginia mixture, the mico- 
tine level is surprisingly modest. The 
nicely aged Virginias ameke remark- 
ably cool. This should cellar nicely, 
giving the Virginias a chance to ivten- 
aif. However, because the mixture ia 
relatively dry im the tin (1 believe pipe 
tobacco ages better and faster when 
slightly moist}, you might have sie- 
cess by opening a couple tins, lightly 
misting with distilled water and star- 
ing in a tightly sealed glass Mason jar. 
With a let of interest but without too 
many assertive flavors, | thought this 
was a particularly appealing morning 
smeke—a nice complement to tea or 
coffee. 


Hari: First Responders has red, 
bright and stoved Virginias lightly 
seasoned with Perique and flavered 
with Cavendish. The combined Vir- 
ginias produce a light sweetness, with 
the Perique adding a fruity mote to 
the smoke. The Cavendish finishes 
olf the blend with a bit of intrigue. 
The Perique comes off from the be- 
ginning and adds a good spiciness 
and a medium level of body felt on 
the palate. I let the tobaces dry a bit 
for a second tasting, which increased 
the flavor level, but I didn’t get as 
mich nuance fram the interaction of 
the tehaccas, 


C&D Montford Point Marine 

Gack: Very moist straight fram the 
tin, Montfort Point is a very dark, 
moderately shaggy mixture with the 
bonfire aroma of dark fired Burley 
and fich balsamic vinegar. Perique 
and Latakia add mere darkness to 
the deep mahogany color of the Bur- 
ley. Although the blend smokes well, 
a couple days’ drying improved its 


burning characteristics. The smoke is 
velvety, but it is stout—noot so much 
from nicotine but from the incredible 
intensity of the Burley and Perique. 
[t's reminiscent of a fat deli sandwich 
crammed with roast beef, pastranni 
and salami. Gark fired Burley ia dif- 
ferent from dark fired Kentucky— 
earthier and less sweet. The addition 
of Perigque and Latakia layers in some 
additional, and quite assertive, Navas 
nuances. The blend has been around 
for a while bot may not have received 
the recognition it deserves for being a 
unique offering that brings these three 
leathery, meaty. fruity and aimoky to- 


bacco together Li one Mixtape. 


This features dark fired Ken- 
tucky Burley with Latakia and Pe- 
rique added for spice and complexity. 
[thas coarse-cut tobaccos in long rib- 
bons, and this makes it easy to pack 
and keep lit. The tla aroma has the 


amoakiness of the Latakia comple- 


mented with the tang and seat of the 
Perique, both of which are distinct. 
The tobacces used are well-balanced 
for smoothness. Between the Burley 
and the Perigue, Montford Point Ma- 
rine is, in my opinion, a blend abcut 
the level of body, and that level is best 
described as stout. The favor of the 
blend depends on the faint fruitiness 
af the Perique and the smokiness of 
the Latakia, which is neither provil- 
nent nor dominant, coupled with the 
stout richness of the dark Burley. This 
should be a Burley lover's delight. 
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: Paving tribute to the first Navy 
ship in World War Ul manned by an 
African-American crew, the lightly 
pungent, slightly tangy tin aroma 


Bur- 
ley and Virginias, flecked with small 


draws you in. The ribbon-cut 
chunks of Latakia and Perique, are 
less moist than some tobaccos right 
aut of the tin, and ready to smoke. 


Theres an lmmediate spiciness de- 





livered at two different ‘ls by the 


amoky Latakia and peppery Perique. 


Burley definitely takes the flavor 


lead, yet it's made decidedly more 


interesting by a modest sprinkling 





of Virginia leaf. The appealing black 
pepper notes continue throughout 


the smoke, with the Perique Mavor 


becoming even mere pronounced. 
lf you're a Perique nut like me, this 
mixture delivers a lot of that charac- 
ter while stopping just short of over- 
powering. The sprinkling of brandy 


the TMLATUe Pecerves 18 moe something 


vou readily taste, but perhaps makes 


a contribution. Latakia has a cooling 


but minor role in the blend, bind- 
ing the Mavers. USS Mason carries a 
modest nivetine kick, particularly in 
the second half of the bowl, which 
can get a lithe heady. As the smoke 
progresses, the nicotine and Virginias 
provide more sweetness than at the 
start. This hearty mixture strikes me 
as a particularly nice choice for cool- 


weather puffing. 
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1 simply cannot smoke this 


withaut hear Ling Bok Marley lilting his 





way through his famous reggae song. 





A fitting tribute to African-American 


soldiers, this medium ribbon-cut 
mixture of Virginia, Latakia and Pe- 
rigue has a surprising tin aroma mere 
reminiscent of an Oriental blend than 
a predominantly Virginia blend. The 


pre-light draw, However leans HILeere 


toward Virginias. Right off the bat, 
its exceptionally peppery from the 
Perique, with a touch of Latakia 
amokiness. [t's a Va-Per with the erm- 
phasis on Per, but if vou crave that 
apicy character, it definitely deliv- 
ers. | found that letting the bowl sit 
for about five minutes after the ini- 
tial light gave the Virginias a chance 
to join the chorus Still, bold favors 


of leather, cumin and black pep- 
per dominated the smoke, giving itt 
a hearty outdoorsy character. With 
loads of smoke volume, it's easy to 
puLf this mixture slowly to give the 
tobaccos a chance to develop maxi- 
flavor and minimum 
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induced sharpness from the Virginias. 
Hare: The aroma from the tin is 
sweet and fragrant, with a light note 
ofamoky Latakia and a light tartness 
from the Perique. | let the blend ait 


and dry a bit before | loaded it into 





the pipe. At first light, there was a 
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distinct but light note of pung 





Latakia. Once stoked and burning 
smoothly, | detected a pood level of 
body from the Perique. All the com- 


ponent tebaccos worked well together 


The subject is pipes... 
If the question is dunhill 
The answer is De La Conch 








‘Make Your Own Pipes at Home! 
With no prior experience and with only 
basic tools you can leam to carve heir- 
loom pipes. Everything you need is 
available from PIMO, wee source fir 
pipe making supplies for both the 
nevice and the advanced pipe crafter, 








STEP BY STEP INSTRUCTION 








Order PIMO's Guide to Pipe-Crafting 
at Home, “the Buble of pipe making” for 
over a quarter of a century. Complete 
Instruction. 112 pages. Profusely Ullles- 
trated. $19.95 (plus $5.50 postage) 


PISAMasterCard Accepted 


TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 











Briar blocks, Stems, Tors and Finishing 
Supplies are listed in aur FREE 
caluloy. To pet yours, wrote do: POV, 
Buticrnul Lane, BO. Box 343, “hone 
chester Center, VT 08255 or call: (h2) 
462-3371. 9 aun. to 3 pam. weekdays. 
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to deliver a pleasant flaver with waves 
of nuance from each as I progressed 
down the bowl, but the Latakia and 
Perique primarily set the tone of the 
blend. Buffalo Soldier is described on 
the label as well-rounded, and it is 
certainly that. [t has an overall light 
to medium flavor profile that is suit- 
able any time of the day. This is a 
good candidate for your “to try” list. 


CED Tuskegee Airman 

GAGE: Presented as a loosely pressed 
cake, Tuskegee Airman breaks into 
chunks and ribbons that offer up a 
fruity and red wihe vinegar tin aroma 
with pungent overtones of Turkish. 
Altheugh it's a cake, the lightly bro- 
ken tobacco has a ready-te-smoke 
moisture content, although breaking 
up the cake and allowing a couple 
days of tin drying made it easier ta 
light and keep burning. True ta the 
initial aroma, the Oriental leaf jumps 
to the fore, backed by a touch of fruit 
from the aged Virginias. With the ad- 
dition of Latakia and Perique, neither 
of which are especially prominent, 
this develops inte a pretty assertive 
mixture halfway down the bowl, The 
Virginia, while aged and smooth, was 
a bit sharp. [ think six months of mel- 
lowing in the tin would reduce this 
sharpness. Tuskegee Airman is an 
easy smoke that burns cool and leaves 
a light, pleasing aftertaste. 


Hake: The tin aroma is sweet and 
zesty, pungent with Oriental tobaccos 
and Latakia, and fruity with Perique. 
My sample came as a single pressed 
plug that was easy to break apart. 
With the plug holding the moisture, | 
let the rubbed-out tobacco dry awhile 
and then loaded it inte a mediut- 
sized pipe. At first light, the Perique 
came Off first, complemented by a 
nice Oriental character and underly- 
ing sweetness from the Virginias in 
the blend. As | progressed down the 
bowl, the Latakia contributed some 
amokiness to the flavors, but I felt it 
Was more as a condiment than as a 
major player in the flavor profile. It 
was the Perique and Orientals that 
characterized this blend. Tuskegee 
Airman burned slowly and cool and 
left a soft, gray ash. I enjoyed this 
blend more than the others in the 


series because il was more a Balkan- 
type blend than an English-type 
blend. it could be another candidate 
for your “to tey” list and would pos- 
sibly end up in your rotation. 





MeClelland Stave-Aged 35 

Gack: Open this tin, take a deep 
whiff, aod you're pretty much smell- 
ing a scifter of fine, barrel-aged bour- 
bon. The whiskey aroma is dominant. 
Visually, this all-Virginia, mediurn- 
fine, ribbon-cut mixture ranges fren 
deep brown leaf aged for three years 
through mahogany, tan, orange and 
red Virginia to just a touch of yellow 
bright Virginia. The moisture content 
was just right out of the tin, working 
well with a number of bowl-packing 
imethads, from the “trickle” meéthed 
to Pred Hannas alr-pocket packing 
method (stuffing a clump of tobacco 
in the bowl and leaving a pocket of air 
at the bottom of the bowl). For an all- 
Virginia mixture, it burns remarkably 
slow, with no bite. The initial light 
delivers a delightful wallop of bour- 
bon flaver, and the blend quickly set- 
tles into am interplay of exceptionally 
aweet Virginia flavor with a pleasing 
hint of the whiskey, Theres also a 
light wood character and a touch of 
amokiness from the charred portion 
of the barrel. Its sweet and mellow 
witheut any fruit. The bourbon is less 
pronounced in the second half of the 
bowl bat still lightly present, offering 
one of the more satisfying Virginia 
mixtures [ve ever smoked. 


Hart: Matured and steved Virginia 
ribbons have been infused from a 
block of barrel oak used to age Ken- 
tucky bourbon whiskey that has been 
placed in each tin. The Virginias used 
are sweet and zesty, and are well- 
complemented by the flavering fren 
the whiskey. The moisture level in the 
tin is suitable for loading in the pipe 


without drying. At the charring light, 
the whiskey aroma and flavoring 
came off easily, adding a subtle, sweet 
note to the flavors of the Virginias. 
There was an initial tendency to over- 
heat that quickly subsided as the in- 
fusion burned off, and the blend set- 
thed down toa cool, slaw burn. This is 
a very fragrant, mellow, smooth and 
rich Virginia-based blend introduced 
to celebrate the 35th anniversary of 
the company, 


MeClelland FrogMorton’s Cellar 
(ace: The various iterations of 
Frophlorton are well-loved by many, 
but whether of mot you're a Frog 
fan, Cellar is unlike any other Frog 
blend. Not only dees it incorporate 
a charred white oak whiskey barrel 
stave, it includes significantly more 
Virginia leaf. The tin aroma is like a 
ganache, smelling of dark chocolate, 
vanilla, wood and whiskey. Like other 
Frog mixtures, it's loaded with black 
Latakia, but visually its clear there is 
more Virginia in this blend. So when 
you light up, it's decidedly sweeter and 
less Latakia-forward despite the high 
Latakia content. The whiskey and 


“Psi rare 








wood is less prominent than in Stave- 
Aged 35, while the Latakia jumps in 
with caramel, leather and cocoa. The 
use of the high-sugar orange Vir- 
ginia leaf plays off the deeper flavors 
of the Latakia and some bright Vir- 
ginia included in the mixture. Make 
no mistake: There's plenty of Latakia 
to go around, and it becomes more 
pronounced in the last third of the 
bowl. Afany blenders have aimed to 
create sweet, spirits-flavored English 
mixtures, whether with the addition 
af cased aromatics, Cavendish or the 
like. Cellar successfully accomplishes 
this while staying true to a flavored 
but uncased English blend. 


Hare: MeClelland took an inmecva- 
tive approach for its 35th anniversary 
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and came up with a novel blend to 
add to the FrogMorten series. The 
result was the creation of ProgMer- 
tom's Cellar, which includes an aged 
bourbon whiskey infusion that adds 
both sweetness and exceptional fra- 
grance te the blend. Based on sweet 
and stoved Virginias with a Latakia 
compenent, FrogMortan's Cellar is 
tich and smooth, with the compa- 
nents well-balanced. The flavor and 
arama of the aged whiskey is obvious 
at the charring light and continues 
through the bowl, although it is di- 
minished slightly past mid-bowl. The 
Latakia is prominent in the smoke 
without overwhelming the other ta- 
bacces, and the stoved Virginia adds 
a delicate sweetness. Overall, the fla- 
vor profile is at a tedium level that 
remains the same from start to fin- 
ish, making this a blend that can be 
enjoyed any time of the day or night. 
The blend smokes cool and dry and 
leaves a soft gray ash. It has been a 
while since a blend has been added 
to the Proghorton series, and this 
whiskey-infiused, 35th anniversary 
continges the tradition of 
the aérliea. |' hb. 


creation 





Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show 

The Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show will be May 4-5, 2013, at the 
Pheasant Run Resort, 4051 £. Main St, St. Charles, (Leia. Reservation telephone rumi- 
bers are WLS 3319 of 6h SHB, Mention the show and receive a spectal eon rate. 
Por more ifonmaiien, contact Craig Cobine at persiicigaraualoon or visit the show's 
website at pavnichicagapipesiomcort. 


CORPS pipe show 

The 29th anmal Conclave of Richmond Pipe Smokers Pipe & Cigar Srackers Exposition 
will be Qet. 11-14, 2013, at the Greater Richmond Convention Center, at 403 NM. Third 
St, Richmond, VA 29219. Show hours will be Saturday 9 amo—S pn and Sunday $ am_— 
Spam. Visit the OORPS website at weno conppipernoiers. ong or the CORPS Facebook page 
(search: Conckwe) for more information and direct links to exhibitor table reservations, 
hotel room reservations, member information and expo updates. 


Greater Kansas City Pipe & Tobacco Show 

The 313 Greater Ransas City Pipe & Tobaces Show will be June 21-23 at the Doubletree 
Hotel, KIDDO College Blvd, Overland Park, KS 6620) Call the hotel at 913451.60H) amd 
ak for the Greater KC Pipe Club roc block to receive a special room rate. The 2013 
show will feature the furth annual carver’s contest with contestants offering entries in 
the Dublin family of shapes. Bor more information, visit the Kansas City Pipe Clubs web- 
alte at winighepipeciub cin or contact Quinton Wells at 316.225.9306; emaik quiniong 


pho pipectub.cort, 


NASPC Show 

The annaal North American Society of Pipe Collectors Show will be Sanurday, Aug. 24, 
2013, at the Crvwne Plaza Hotel, aH) Metro Place North, Dublin, OH 43017. Phone the 
Ieotel at 866.372.5556 and mention the WASPC Show to receive a special coor rate, Por 
show information, contact Bill Unger at WASPC, PO. Box S642, Columbus, OH 43209; 
plate: 614.436.5751; email: biliemspe.org. 


Raleigh pipe show 

The Triangle Area Pipe Senokers Club (TAPS) is hosting its 16th Annual Pipe and Tobaceo 
Expo Saturday, April 13, 2014, from $a.n.—4:30 pum at the nest. Martin Barllding af the 
North Carolina State Fairgrounds. For more infornsation, contact TAPS at $19475.0445, 
email pipechiefivicr.com, website: wivitapsclub os. 


St. Louis pipe show 

The St. Louis Pipe Clubs 25th Aruvual Gateway Area Pipe Show & Swap will be Feb. 16, 
2013, from 4 a.m—5 pin. at the Heart of St. Charles Banquet Center at [40 5. Fatth St, 
St. Charles, MO 62H; phone: 636-47 827k Lexiging i available at the Quality Inn & 
Subtes, 1425 8. Fifth St, St Charles, MO 63301, phone: 63646.6936. Mention the show 
for the S67 room rate. For more information, contact Bob Callaway at 2 Pralle Lane, 
St. Charles, MIO) 63°403; phone: 626.946.8555, 
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Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 





Please patronize these P&T PRLME retailers—shops that have dedicated 
themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. ‘Se 





4noggins.com 

HWW noe TNS CONT 

40 Court St. 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
$02.382. 1609 
BO0364.5126 


Bisgaard Pipes 

wi. bisgaand-pipes com 
Jeppe Aakjers Vej 9 
8400 Ebeltott 

Denmark 

+45.8634. OOF 


Braley Pipe Tool Ltd. Co. 
www braleypipetoolcom 
202 South Byrd St 
Tishomingo, OK 73460 
B55 860.9962 


Cigar & Tabac Ltd. 
www.cigarandtabactta. com 
6898 W. L0Sth St. 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
9LS 381.5597 


Cup O'Joe's 

HW CU POjoes COR 

959 State Rte. 9 

Suite T 

Queensbury, NY 12804 
518.615.0107 
BRS-689.6876 


De La Concha 

ww delaconcha.com 
1390 6th Awe. & S7ith St. 
New York, N¥ 10019 
212.757.3167 

SRST AB 
(888.244.2704) 


Fader’s (four locations) 
www faderstobac.com 
BOO999.3233 


Store/Warchouse Location 
25 Allegheny Ave. 

Towson, M1 21204 
ATOL828.4555 


Annapolis Plaza 
L50-F Jennifer Road 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
BY7 289.7665 


Valley Village Shopping Center 
9173 Reisterstown Road 

Onvings Mills, MD 21117 
410.363.7799 


40 West Shopping Center 
728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
410.744.9090 


Humidor Pipe Shop 

ww emidorpipestop.cont 
2502 Memorial Parkway SW 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
256.559.6431] 


Just For Him 

www justforhim.com 
1334 East Battlefield 
Springfield, MO 65804 
ALT 886.8380 


Park-Lane Tobacconist 
Ww cigarsandpipes.com 
15 Park Ave. 

Clitton Park, NY 12065 

518.37 1.645H (6274) 


Pulvers Briar 

ww pulversbriar.cort 
P.O), Bow 61146 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 
650.965.7403 


Quality Briar 

wwh gualityviriar.com 
1303 Grafton St. 
Worcester, ILA 01 i 
S08. S7R47 72 


Smokingpipes.com 
WW sHokingpipes. cont 
2 East Hwy. 90 

Little River, $C 29566 
$435.28 1.9304 


The Briar & The Burley 
101 West Kirkwood Ave. 
Suite 100 

Bloomington, IN 47404 
612.332.5300 

B12 327.959] 


The Briary Pipe & Tobacco Shop 
ww thebriary.cont 

609 Oak Grove Road 

Homewood, AL 35204 

205.942, 9001 

BY 327.4279 


Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers. 


Visit us today! 











MEET JOHN 

John is our marketing manager as well as our head photographer at Smokingpipes.com, 
The minute he gets new pipes inte his hot little hands off he goes to the studio. 

Shot after shot, he works to give you the best view of our pipes so that you can see 
exactly what you are buying. With our huge selection and new shipments arriving 
daily, we keep him pretty busy. But John doesn't mind. He loves his job at 
Smokingpipes.com. Why! 


“Because | don't just photegraph pipes. [ smoke them.” 


t 
ro oe 2 Pea les Qa él ae 
ngOpipescom 





appy Holidays! 





